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"Lexicography is not just an exercise in linguistic accounting,” writes preeminent
English language scholar David Crystal in this exceptionally lively and erudite
little book. "It is avoyage of lexical exploration and discovery.”

In Words, Words, Words, Crystal takes readers on a fascinating linguistic
adventure, exploring the English language in all its oddity, complexity, and ever-
changing beauty. Traveling from word origins and word evolution to wordgangs,
wordrisks, wordplay, wordgames and beyond, Crystal shares hisimmense
knowledge of, and equally immense delight in, language. He celebrates new
words, old words, words that "snarl" and words that "purr," elegant words and
taboo words, plain English words and convol uted gobbledegook, eponyms and
antonyms, spoonerisms and malapropisms, and a host of other written and
spoken forms and variations.

Words, Words, Words offers invaluable insight on such subjects as

-how to estimate the size of your vocabulary

‘the functions of jargon

-when clichés are necessary

‘the value of slang words ("the chief use of slang/isto show you're one of the
gang")

-how to create your own "semantic field"

-dialect humor

-how to become aword detective

-how to keep arecord of your child'swords

-and much more!

With illuminating sidebars featuring everything from common word origins and
sample definitions from the dictionaries of Samuel Johnson and Ambrose Bierce
to a passage from Finnegan's Wake and the winning entries of The Guardian Text
Message Poetry Competition, Words, Words, Words will both satisfy and spark
the curiosity of anyone who has ever been intrigued, befuddled, or awed by
words and myriad ways we use them.
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language in al its oddity, complexity, and ever-changing beauty. Traveling from word origins and word
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With illuminating sidebars featuring everything from common word origins and sample definitions from the
dictionaries of Samuel Johnson and Ambrose Bierce to a passage from Finnegan's Wake and the winning
entries of The Guardian Text Message Poetry Competition, Words, Words, Words will both satisfy and spark
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The latest contribution from prolific linguist Crystal (The Stories of English) offers a cornucopia of
interesting takes on "the universe of words.” Crystal briefly visits many aspects of language: baby names,
place names, how languages change, how to estimate the size of your vocabulary and the interaction between
languages. He also touches on the history of words and how language changes with interesting,
straightforward explanations that belie the author's enormous knowledge of lexicology, but represent well his
intense, personal love for it: "Everyone has their own linguistic story to tell ... this book is part of my story, a
cross-section of my lexical autobiography." Witty literary references are sprinkled throughout the book,
along with some surprisingly vulgar sections; even the table of contents and the index are fascinating
linguistic exercises. Conversational but easy to reference, thistext will be useful to any semi-serious
practitioner of the English language.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

In 33 chapters, prolific professor Crystal celebrates words, covering their form, meaning, and evolution.
Arguing that we are all, in fact, wordsmiths, Crystal makes his point by noting that their own vocabularies
are far larger than most people realize. Although most people would guess that they use from 5,000 to 20,000
words, it isunusual to find anyone with an active vocabulary of less than 35,000 words, according to Crystal.
He goes on to describe how we learn new words, the creation of dictionaries, the origins of words, and the
borrowings from foreign languages (more than 350) that form part of the modern English vocabulary. Other
chapters cover spelling, pronunciation, dialect, slang, and word games and wordplay. A final section,
"Becoming aWord Detective," is a collection of online and print sources on etymology, among other topics.
Crystal coversalot of ground in short, well-paced chapters that never fail to offer something for word
lovers--a 2004 survey, for example, found that mother topped the list of the most beautiful wordsin the
English language. Joanne Wilkinson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“'A hugely enjoyable book. Crystal's genuine enthusiasm for both the everyday phenomena of language and
its curiosities and his evident urge to communicate that enthusiasm come through on every page.”

Times Higher Education Supplement

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Darius Cramer:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Words Words Words.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Frances Temple:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Words Words Words will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Betty Peoples:

The reason? Because this Words Words Words is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | had been you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Barry Altman:

Words Words Words can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Words Words Words although doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucia imagining.
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