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Firmly established as the standard text for undergraduate courses in ethics, this
concise, lively book combines clear explanations of the main theories of ethics
with discussions of interesting examples. Topics covered include famine relief,
euthanasia, homosexuality, and the treatment of animals. The text's versatility
allows it to be widely used not only in ethical theory courses, but also in applied
ethics courses of all kinds. .
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Editorial Review

About the Author
James Rachels, the distinguished American moral philosopher, was born in Columbus, Georgia, graduating
from Mercer University in Macon in 1962. He received his Ph.D. in 1967 from the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill. He taught at the University of Richmond, New York University, the University of
Miami, Duke University, and the University of Alabama at Birmingham, where he spent the last twenty-six
years of his career. 1971 saw the publication of Rachels? groundbreaking textbook Moral Problems, which
ignited the movement in America away from teaching ethical theory towards teaching concrete practical
issues. Moral Problems sold 100,000 copies over three editions. In 1975, Rachels wrote ?Active and Passive
Euthanasia,? arguing that the distinction so important in the law between killing and letting die has no
rational basis. Originally appearing in the New England Journal of Medicine, this essay has been reprinted
roughly 300 times and is a staple of undergraduate education. The End of Life (1986) was about the morality
of killing and the value of life. Created from Animals (1990) argued that a Darwinian world-view has
widespread philosophical implications, including drastic implications for our treatment of nonhuman
animals. Can Ethics Provide Answers? (1997) was Rachels? first collection of papers (others are expected
posthumously). Rachels? McGraw-Hill textbook, The Elements of Moral Philosophy, is now in its fourth
edition and is easily the best-selling book of its kind.. Over his career, Rachels wrote 5 books and 85 essays,
edited 7 books and gave about 275 professional lectures. His work has been translated into Dutch, Italian,
Japanese, and Serbo-Croatian. James Rachels is widely admired as a stylist, as his prose is remarkably free
of jargon and clutter. A major theme in his work is that reason can resolve difficult moral issues. He has
given reasons for moral vegetarianism and animal rights, for affirmative action (including quotas), for the
humanitarian use of euthanasia, and for the idea that parents owe as much moral consideration to other
people?s children as they do to their own.. James Rachels died of cancer on September 5th, 2003, in
Birmingham, Alabama.

STUART RACHELS is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Alabama. He has revised.
several of James Rachels? books, including Problems from Philosophy (second edition, 2009) and The Right
Thing to Do (fifth edition, 2010), which is the companion anthology to this book. Stuart won the United
States Chess Championship in 1989, at the age of 20, and he is a Bronze Life Master at bridge. His website is
www.jamesrachels.org/stuart..

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Elements of Moral Philosophy seemed to be
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The e-book The Elements of Moral Philosophy is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Elements of Moral Philosophy. You never truly feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.



Barry Whitfield:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by reading
a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case who want to
start reading any book, we give you that The Elements of Moral Philosophy book as beginning and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Charles Myers:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Elements of Moral Philosophy we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Elements of Moral Philosophy. You can
more pleasing than now.

Jason Nimmons:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the The
Elements of Moral Philosophy when you essential it?
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