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Visually, many contemporary buildings either reflect their systems of production
or recollect earlier styles and motifs. This division between production and
representation is in some ways an extension of that between modernity and
tradition. In this book, David Leatherbarrow and Mohsen Mostafavi explore
ways that design can take advantage of production methods such that architecture
is neither independent of nor dominated by technology.Leatherbarrow and
Mostafavi begin with the theoretical and practical isolation of the building
surface as the subject of architectural design. The autonomy of the surface, the
"free facade," presumes a distinction between the structural and nonstructural
elements of the building, between the frame and the cladding. Once the skin of
the building became independent of its structure, it could just as well hang like a
curtain, or like clothing. The focus of the relationship between structure and skin
is the architectural surface. In tracing the handling of this surface, the authors
examine both contemporary buildings and those of the recent past. Architects
discussed include Albert Kahn, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Alison and Peter
Smithson, Alejandro de la Sota, Robert Venturi, Jacques Herzog, and Pierre de
Meuron.The properties of a building's surface -- whether it is made of concrete,
metal, glass, or other materials -- are not merely superficial; they construct the
spatial effects by which architecture communicates. Through its surfaces a
building declares both its autonomy and its participation in its surroundings.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Meticulously and beautifully conceived and presented, Surface Architecture rewards reading and re-
reading, inspiring the pursuit of new possibilities in the creation of architecture." Bobby Open The
Architectural Review

"Surface Architecture shows that attention to surfaces does not necessarily equate with a lack of depth."
Daniel Willis Harvard Design Magazine

"This should be required reading for any architect." Jeremy Melvin The Architect's Journal

About the Author

Seth Bullock is founder and head of the Science and Engineering of Natural Systems (SENSe) Research
Group at the University of Southampton. He is also Director of Southampton's new Institute for Complex
Systems Simulation (ICSS).

Jason Noble is a member of the Science and Engineering of Natural Systems (SENSe) Research Group at the
University of Southampton.

Michael Wheeler is Reader in Philosophy at the University of Stirling. He is the author of Reconstructing the
Cognitive World: The Next Step (MIT Press, 2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Bell:

This book untitled Surface Architecture (MIT Press) to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-



book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Olivia Clinard:

Typically the book Surface Architecture (MIT Press) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suitable to you. The book Surface Architecture (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Melissa Ray:

The actual book Surface Architecture (MIT Press) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

Shirley Drago:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Surface Architecture (MIT Press) can be the solution,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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