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In Houston, as in the rest of the American South up until the 1950s, the police
force reflected and enforced the segregation of the larger society. When the
nation began to change in the 1950s and 1960s, this guardian of the status quo
had to change, too. It was not designed to do so easily.

Dwight Watson traces how the Houston Police Department reacted to social,
political, and institutional change over a fifty-year period—and specifically, how
it responded to and in turn influenced racial change.

Using police records as well as contemporary accounts, Watson astutely analyzes
the escalating strains between the police and segments of the city’s black
population in the 1967 police riot at Texas Southern University and the 1971
violence that became known as the Dowling Street Shoot-Out. The police reacted
to these events and to daily challenges by hardening its resolve to impose its will
on the minority community.

By 1977, the events surrounding the beating and drowning of Jose Campos
Torres while in police custody prompted one writer to label the HPD the
“meanest police in America.” This event encouraged Houston’s growing
Mexican American community to unite with blacks in seeking to curb police
autonomy and brutality.

Watson’s study demonstrates vividly how race complicated the internal impulses
for change and gave way through time to external pressures—including the Civil
Rights Movement, modernization, annexations, and court-ordered
redistricting—for institutional changes within the department. His work
illuminates not only the role of a southern police department in racial change but
also the internal dynamics of change in an organization designed to protect the
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In Houston, as in the rest of the American South up until the 1950s, the police force reflected and enforced
the segregation of the larger society. When the nation began to change in the 1950s and 1960s, this guardian
of the status quo had to change, too. It was not designed to do so easily.

Dwight Watson traces how the Houston Police Department reacted to social, political, and institutional
change over a fifty-year period—and specifically, how it responded to and in turn influenced racial change.

Using police records as well as contemporary accounts, Watson astutely analyzes the escalating strains
between the police and segments of the city’s black population in the 1967 police riot at Texas Southern
University and the 1971 violence that became known as the Dowling Street Shoot-Out. The police reacted to
these events and to daily challenges by hardening its resolve to impose its will on the minority community.

By 1977, the events surrounding the beating and drowning of Jose Campos Torres while in police custody
prompted one writer to label the HPD the “meanest police in America.” This event encouraged Houston’s
growing Mexican American community to unite with blacks in seeking to curb police autonomy and
brutality.

Watson’s study demonstrates vividly how race complicated the internal impulses for change and gave way
through time to external pressures—including the Civil Rights Movement, modernization, annexations, and
court-ordered redistricting—for institutional changes within the department. His work illuminates not only
the role of a southern police department in racial change but also the internal dynamics of change in an
organization designed to protect the status quo.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Breaks new ground . . . The author places the issue of race at center stage with other social and political
developments in Houston and shows quite well how the changing race relations in Houston were just as
important in the development of the HPD as technology, the migration of blacks from the rural areas of
Texas to the cities, and the emergence of Houston as a major shipping and aerospace center in the Southwest.
. . . should become the model for subsequent books on policing in urban America.”--W. Marvin Dulaney,
College of Charleston, and author, Black Police in America
(W. Marvin Dulaney, College of Charleston, and author, Black Police in America)

About the Author

Dwight W. Watson is an assistant professor of history at Texas State University. He received his Ph.D. from
the University of Houston. He has perviously worked as a correctional counselor, a prison grievance officer,
a county probation officer, and state parole officer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andre Rosier:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Race and the Houston
Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former
Students, Texas A&M University)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Tammy Medina:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did
Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) to read.



Mae Bushee:

The book Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of
the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change
Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Shari Villa:

The book untitled Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial
Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) is the publication that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930–1990: A
Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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