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This book examines the concepts of power, wealth and women in the important

Mahayana Buddhist scripture known as the Gandavyuha-sutra, and relates these
to the text’ s social context in ancient Indian during the Buddhist Middle Period

(0500 CE).

Employing contemporary textual theory, worldview analysis and structural
narrative theory, the author puts forward a new approach to the study of

M ahayana Buddhist sources, the ‘ systems approach’, by which literatureis
viewed as embedded in a social system. Consequently, he analyses the
Gandavyuhain the contexts of reality, society and the individual, and applies
these notions to the key themes of power, wealth and women. The study reveals
that the spiritual hierarchy represented within the Gandavyuha replicates the
political hierarchiesin India during Buddhism’s Middle Period, that the role of
wealth mirrorsits significance asa sign of spiritual statusin Indian Buddhist
society, and that the substantial number of female spiritual guidesin the narrative
reflects the importance of royal women patrons of Indian Buddhism at the time.

This book will appeal to higher-level undergraduates, postgraduates and scholars
of religious studies, Buddhist studies, Asian studies, South Asian studies and
Indology.
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This book examines the concepts of power, wealth and women in the important Mahayana Buddhist
scripture known as the Gandavyuha-sutra, and relates these to the text’ s social context in ancient Indian
during the Buddhist Middle Period (0-500 CE).

Employing contemporary textual theory, worldview analysis and structural narrative theory, the author puts
forward a new approach to the study of Mahayana Buddhist sources, the ‘ systems approach’, by which
literature is viewed as embedded in a social system. Consequently, he analyses the Gandavyuhain the
contexts of reality, society and the individual, and applies these notions to the key themes of power, wealth
and women. The study reveals that the spiritual hierarchy represented within the Gandavyuha replicates the
political hierarchiesin India during Buddhism’'s Middle Period, that the role of wealth mirrorsits
significance as asign of spiritual statusin Indian Buddhist society, and that the substantial number of female
spiritual guidesin the narrative reflects the importance of roya women patrons of Indian Buddhism at the
time.

This book will appeal to higher-level undergraduates, postgraduates and scholars of religious studies,
Buddhist studies, Asian studies, South Asian studies and Indology.
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Editorial Review
Review

"...his detailed exposition of the text, which takes into account a number of redactions and trangl ations, must
be viewed as a valuable contribution to scholarship on the Ga??avy?ha and the Mah?y?na period of Indian
Buddhism in general. For this reason, this book is amust-read for graduate students and specialists interested
in debates regarding the origins and nature of Mah?y?na Buddhism in India." - Amy Langenberg, Journal of
Buddhist Ethics 21 (2014).

'Hiswork will undoubtedly serve as an excellent introduction to the Ga??avy?ha and a welcome resource
that both surveys and complements the literature already available for the study of this fascinating scripture’ -
David V. Fiordalis, H-Buddhism, August 2009

About the Author

Douglas Osto is Lecturer in the Religious Studies Programme at the School of History, Philosophy and
Classics, Massey University, New Zealand. His research interests are Mahayana Buddhism, Asian
philosophies, narrative theory and gender studies.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nydia Kelly:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana Buddhism:
The Gandavyuha-sutra (Routledge Critical Studiesin Buddhism).

Mary McKay:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usualy prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Power, Wealth and Women in
Indian Mahayana Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra (Routledge Critical Studiesin Buddhism) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wantsto end
up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick



Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra (Routledge Critical
Studies in Buddhism) become your own personal starter.

Betty Perez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It isidentified as
of book Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra (Routledge
Critical Studiesin Buddhism). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.

Jenna Quintana:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we al add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra
(Routledge Ciritical Studiesin Buddhism) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Power, Wealth and Women in Indian Mahayana
Buddhism: The Gandavyuha-sutra (Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism). Y ou can more inviting than
now.
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