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During the 1930s, Stalin and his entourage rehabilitated famous names from the
Russian national past in a propaganda campaign designed to mobilize Soviet
society for the coming war. Legendary heroes like Aleksandr Nevskii and epic
events like the Battle of Borodino quickly eclipsed more conventional communist
slogans revolving around class struggle and proletarian internationalism. In a
provocative study, David Brandenberger traces this populist "national
Bolshevism" into the 1950s, highlighting the catalytic effect that it had on
Russian national identity formation.

Beginning with national Bolshevism's origins within Stalin's inner circle,
Brandenberger next examines its projection into Soviet society through education
and mass culture--from textbooks and belletristic literature to theater, opera, film,
and the arts. Brandenberger then turns to the popular reception of this
propaganda, uncovering glimpses of Stalin-era public opinion in letters, diaries,
and secret police reports.

Controversial insofar as Soviet social identity is commonly associated with
propaganda promoting class consciousness, this study argues that Stalinist
ideology was actually more Russian nationalist than it was proletarian
internationalist. National Bolshevism helps to explain not only why this genre of
populism survived Stalin's death in 1953, but why it continues to resonate among
Russians today.
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During the 1930s, Stalin and his entourage rehabilitated famous names from the Russian national past in a
propaganda campaign designed to mobilize Soviet society for the coming war. Legendary heroes like
Aleksandr Nevskii and epic events like the Battle of Borodino quickly eclipsed more conventional
communist slogans revolving around class struggle and proletarian internationalism. In a provocative study,
David Brandenberger traces this populist "national Bolshevism” into the 1950s, highlighting the catalytic
effect that it had on Russian national identity formation.

Beginning with national Bolshevism's origins within Stalin's inner circle, Brandenberger next examinesits
projection into Soviet society through education and mass culture--from textbooks and belletristic literature
to theater, opera, film, and the arts. Brandenberger then turns to the popular reception of this propaganda,
uncovering glimpses of Stalin-era public opinion in letters, diaries, and secret police reports.

Controversial insofar as Soviet social identity is commonly associated with propaganda promoting class
consciousness, this study argues that Stalinist ideology was actually more Russian nationalist than it was
proletarian internationalist. National Bolshevism helpsto explain not only why this genre of populism
survived Stalin's death in 1953, but why it continues to resonate among Russians today.
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Editorial Review

Review

A major contribution to the growing literature on Soviet nationality policy. David Brandenberger frames his
study with alarge and important question: the generation of a Russian/Soviet national identity during the
Stalinist years. He tells the important story of the production of a more nationalist world view and how it was
received, moving from dlites to the masses. Focusing on history and historians, Brandenberger links
historiography with nation-making and state building. This work should be widely read, not least because it
clearly and eloquently illuminates the painful process of forging national identity. (Ronald Grigor Suny,
University of Chicago)

Brandenberger alters our understanding of how Soviet culture was created and how it held Soviet society
together. Perhaps the greatest strength of the book is the foundation of documents on which it rests. Clearly
the result of years of gathering, these documents show us Stalinism as received, as a set of social practices
and discoursesin constant revision and misuse. National Bolshevism illuminates broader debates about the
functioning of Soviet society, the origins of national consciousness, and the formation of the subject with the
modern state, and will be awidely read contribution to the field. (James von Geldern, Macalester College)

About the Author
David Brandenberger is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Richmond.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frank Lach:

The book National Bolshevism: Stalinist Mass Culture and the Formation of Modern Russian National
Identity, 1931-1956 (Russian Research Center Studies) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book National Bolshevism:
Stalinist Mass Culture and the Formation of Modern Russian National Identity, 1931-1956 (Russian
Research Center Studies)? Severa of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book National
Bolshevism: Stalinist Mass Culture and the Formation of Modern Russian National Identity, 1931-1956
(Russian Research Center Studies) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dan Williams;

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This National Bolshevism: Stalinist Mass Culture and the Formation of Modern
Russian National Identity, 1931-1956 (Russian Research Center Studies) book is readable through you who
hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience



without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding National
Bolshevism: Stalinist Mass Culture and the Formation of Modern Russian National Identity, 1931-1956
(Russian Research Center Studies) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available asit. So , do you continueto
thinking National Bolshevism: Stalinist Mass Culture and the Formation of Modern Russian National
Identity, 1931-1956 (Russian Research Center Studies) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Wesley M cFarland:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways attempt to and must have the extratime or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is National Bolshevism: Stalinist Mass Culture and the Formation of Modern Russian
National Identity, 1931-1956 (Russian Research Center Studies).

Lisa Rice

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may haveitin
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular National Bolshevism: Stalinist Mass Culture and
the Formation of Modern Russian National Identity, 1931-1956 (Russian Research Center Studies) can give
you alot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have National Bolshevism: Stalinist Mass Culture and the
Formation of Modern Russian National |dentity, 1931-1956 (Russian Research Center Studies).
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