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“These are wide-ranging Whitmanesque poems—self-aware meditations that rap
and jazz their way forward, talk back, backtrack, and scratch so hard they blow
out the speakers with their complicated love for a huge cast of icons, from Pam
Grier to Flavor Flav, from RuPaul to Dave Chapelle.”
—Erika Meitner

“Keats, too, would have admired the holy truth of Marcus Wicker, whose lyric
wizardry astounds the ear.”
—D.A. Powell

Winner of the 2011 National Poetry Series Prize as selected by D.A. Powell,
Marcus Wicker's Maybe the Saddest Thing is a sterling collection of
contemporary American poems by an exciting new and emerging voice.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Dense with echo and vibrant with syncopation, Wicker’s debut deploys a festive panoply of characters from
African-American culture and music to make serious claims about memory, sadness, race, self-
consciousness, and desire.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Action painting meets the pop of hip-hop. Here is a dashing figure of speech and preach, a lovepoet to the
stars....Marcus Wicker[’s] lyric wizardry astounds the ear in conclamant melodies and astonishes the eye
‘like a shard of glass catches a beam’.” (D.A. Powell)

“Marcus Wicker has, as Mos Def and Talib Kweli did, made an art that bridges cultures….The dialogues,
love letters, and reflections throughout this wonderful debut show us what it is to be in vigilant conversation
with the world and with the self.” (Terrance Hayes)

“Wicker preaches an urgent gospel of pop-culture, desire, adolescence, race, and family, that says “Hell yes”
to the world with deft turns of phrase, and a rhythmic inventiveness that hurtles down the page. This fearless
debut will make your head spin, your heart strut.” (Erika Meitner)

From the Back Cover

Winner of the 2011 National Poetry Series Prize as selected by D.A. Powell, Marcus Wicker's Maybe the
Saddest Thing is a sterling collection of contemporary American poems by an exciting new and emerging
voice.

About the Author
Marcus Wicker was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan. The recipient of a 2011 Ruth Lilly Fellowship, he has
also held fellowships from Cave Canem, the Fine Arts Work Center, and Indiana University where he
received his MFA. His poems have appeared in Poetry, Beloit, jubilat, Ninth Letter, and Crab Orchard
Review, among other journals. He is assistant professor of English at University of Southern Indiana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Maybe the Saddest Thing: Poems
(National Poetry) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?



Loraine Brown:

This Maybe the Saddest Thing: Poems (National Poetry) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Maybe the Saddest Thing: Poems (National Poetry) can
be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Maybe the Saddest Thing: Poems (National Poetry) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Christopher Morton:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Maybe
the Saddest Thing: Poems (National Poetry).

Sunday Richey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Maybe the Saddest Thing: Poems (National
Poetry) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Maybe the Saddest Thing: Poems
(National Poetry) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can
break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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