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Shoes are an integral part of Jewish material culture. Although they appear in
some of the most foundational biblical stories, they are generally regarded as no
more than lowly, albeit essential, accessories.

Jews and Shoes takes a fresh look at the makings and meanings of shoes,
cobblers, and barefootedness in Jewish experience. The book shows how shoes
convey theological, social, and economic concepts, and as such are intriguing
subjects for inquiry within a wide range of cultural, artistic, and historic contexts.
The book's multidisciplinary approach encompasses a wide range of
contributions from disciplines as diverse as fashion, visual culture, history,
anthropology, Bible and Talmud, and performance studies. Jews and Shoes will
appeal to students, scholars and general readers alike who are interested to find
out more about the practical and symbolic significance of shoes in Jewish culture
since antiquity.
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Jewish experience. The book shows how shoes convey theological, social, and economic concepts, and as
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Editorial Review

Review
After reading Jews and Shoes, one will no longer view that essential part of the wardrobe as a mere item of
necessity. Jewish Book World This highly original volume makes itself indispensable as much through the
extraordinary range of perspectives as through the lucidity and insights of the individual papers. It highlights
how an appreciation of biblical roots and later religious commentary gives us an understanding of later
folklore, theatrical and literary creativity, and ultimately contemporary politics. Rickie Burman, Director,
The Jewish Museum, London Moving with ease from the sacred to the profane, from canonical works to the
realm of public culture, from social to cultural history, Jews and Shoes invests great significance to what
might seem at first blush to be utterly ordinary. No one, after reading this book, will however think of shoes
as just 'being there.' Nahshon's Jewish shoes shows how everything has a history worth analyzing and
reading about. Hasia R. Diner, Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Professor of American Jewish History, New
York University Jews and Shoes is a remarkable and wonderful offbeat collection of pieces on shoes (or the
lack of them) from Moses' refusal to wear them to Ernst Lubitsch's evocation of WWI Berlin's Jewish world
of shoe selling. A wild mix of cultural history (Barbara Kirschenblatt-Gimlett and her father Mayer's images
of shoe making), anthropology (Rivka Parciack on Jewish tombstones in the shape of shoes), and literary
study (Andrew Ingall on Bruno Schulz), this is a great book of everyone who wears shoes, is Jewish or is
Jewish and wears shoes. Sander L. Gilman, author of The Jew's Body From ancient biblical references, to
contemporary Jewish law, the book takes the reader on a journey that highlights the religious, social and
political significance of footwear in Jewish life. Footwear News I, too, was amazed at how this "footnote" of
a topic yielded so much as a survey for the Semites. Rhonda Lieberman, Bookforum A fascinating new book
provides a shoe and tell of the many connections between footwear and the Jewish people. Pauline Dubkin
Yearwood, Chicago Jewish News I found the essays engaging and, at times, absolutely fascinating ... I
applaud the volume, especially its creativity and new insights, as a lively contribution to Jewish studies. Try
it on for size. I did, and it was a wonderful, delightful stroll. Shofar This book provides valuable lenses
through which to examine the shoe in Jewish cultural and religious history: as the social biography of an
ever-present object, as an historic examination of Jews in society, as a themed sampling of significant Jewish
literary and artistic expressions, and as a material entree into worlds of immateriality. Nashon moves the
reader through cultural histories, disparate lands, and artistic imaginations to track the footprints that Jews
have made on the history of the shoe. Museum Anthropology

About the Author

Edna Nahshon is Associate Professor of Hebrew at the Jewish Theological Seminary and Senior Associate,
Center of Hebrew and Jewish Studies, Oxford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kelli Ross:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the



unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Jews and Shoes as your daily resource information.

Bethany Eng:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Jews and Shoes
suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Jews and
Shoesis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Kelly Cruz:

Jews and Shoes can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Jews and Shoes but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

James McNally:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
Among the books in the top list in your reading list is Jews and Shoes. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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