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India's success in reducing endemic deprivation since |ndependence has been
quite limited. Recent diagnoses of this failure of policy have concentrated on the
counterproductive role of government regulation, and on the need for economic
incentives to accelerate the growth of the economy. This book argues that an
assessment of India's failure to eliminate basic deprivations has to go beyond this
limited focus, and to take note of the role played in that failure by inadequate
public involvement in the provision of basic education, health care, social
security, and related fields, Even the fostering of fast and participatory economic
growth requires some basic social change, which is not addressed by
liberalization and economic incentives. The authors also discuss the historical
antecedents of these political and socia neglects, including the distortion of
policy priorities arising from inequalities of political power. Following on from
this, the book considers the scope for public action to address these earlier biases
and achieve atransformation of policy priorities.

Beginning with an introductory chapter presenting the motivation, focus, and
approach of the book, it discusses the respective roles of the market mechanism
and government action in economic development and discusses the particular
role of public involvement in the fields of health and education. International
comparisons of development experiences are brought to bear on the diagnosis of
India's successes and failures, and the work discusses the lessons to be learnt
from the contrasting development experiences of different states within India,
with particular attention to Kerala's outstanding successin social fields. The
authors consider the role of public action and political organization in promoting
socia opportunities. Attention is drawn, in particular, to the part played by
widespread illiteracy in suppressing that process and perpetuating social
inequalities. The work also looks at the issue of basic education, including a
critical assessment of public policy in thisfield. The issue of gender inequality is
discussed, and the role of women's agency in the expansion of social
opportunities for both women and men is explored. The work concludes by
consolidating the argument and discussing the policy implication of the analyses
presented. A statistical appendix presents a comparative picture of Indiaand
other devel oping countries, and also the comparative performance of different
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states within India

This new work by two internationally renowned economists is an important and
relevant argument for promoting human welfare.
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India’s success in reducing endemic deprivation since Independence has been quite limited. Recent diagnoses
of thisfailure of policy have concentrated on the counterproductive role of government regulation, and on
the need for economic incentives to accel erate the growth of the economy. This book argues that an
assessment of Indias failure to eliminate basic deprivations has to go beyond this limited focus, and to take
note of the role played in that failure by inadequate public involvement in the provision of basic education,
health care, social security, and related fields, Even the fostering of fast and participatory economic growth
reguires some basic social change, which is not addressed by liberalization and economic incentives. The
authors also discuss the historical antecedents of these political and social neglects, including the distortion
of policy priorities arising from inequalities of political power. Following on from this, the book considers
the scope for public action to address these earlier biases and achieve a transformation of policy priorities.

Beginning with an introductory chapter presenting the motivation, focus, and approach of the book, it
discusses the respective roles of the market mechanism and government action in economic devel opment and
discusses the particular role of public involvement in the fields of health and education. International
comparisons of development experiences are brought to bear on the diagnosis of India's successes and
failures, and the work discusses the lessons to be learnt from the contrasting devel opment experiences of
different states within India, with particular attention to Kerala's outstanding successin social fields. The
authors consider the role of public action and political organization in promoting social opportunities.
Attention is drawn, in particular, to the part played by widespread illiteracy in suppressing that process and
perpetuating social inequalities. The work also looks at the issue of basic education, including a critical
assessment of public policy in thisfield. The issue of gender inequality is discussed, and the role of women's
agency in the expansion of social opportunities for both women and men is explored. The work concludes by
consolidating the argument and discussing the policy implication of the analyses presented. A statistical
appendix presents a comparative picture of India and other devel oping countries, and also the comparative
performance of different states within India.

This new work by two internationally renowned economists is an important and relevant argument for
promoting human welfare.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As acompendium of data on India's education system and, to alesser extent its record on eliminating basic
health problems and gender inequality, the book is without recent peer.' Financial Times

"As acompendium of data on India's education system ... the book is without recent peer.' India Financial
Times

“The disappointing socia statistics from India are today familiar matter, but nowhere will you find as
intensive a collation of a number of them asin India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity, by
Jean Dreze and Amartya Sen ... writtin throughout in afine, journalistic style; and it will be a starting point
of subsequent discussions on social lifein India." Times Higher Education Supplement

"They offer acommentary on data at the level of Indian state governments.' Times Higher Education
Supplement

“important book' Martin Wolf, Financial Times

“In abroad comparative analysis of India's economic development, Dreze and Sen have dealt with awide
range of issuesin thisbook. ... A significant merit of this book liesin the link that the authors establish
between economic development and socia opportunity. ... A rich selection of statistical data prefaced with a
succinct explanatory note, a copious selection of appropriate bibliographical references, and meticulously
drawn up indexes (by name and by subject), together constitute material of inestimable value. The strength
of thisbook liesin the facility with which the authors handle complex philosophical and economic issuesin
an interpenetrating manner. This makes the book a crucially important addition to the literature on India's
experience of economic development which students of socia science can ill afford to ignore.' The Journal
of Development Studies, vol.33, no.5, June 1997

From the Back Cover

This book presents an analysis of endemic deprivation in India, and of the role of public action in addressing
that problem. The analysisis based on a broad view of economic development, focusing on human well-
being and social opportunity rather than on the standard indicators of economic growth. India's successin
reducing endemic deprivation since | ndependence has been quite limited. Recent diagnoses of this failure of
policy have concentrated on the counterproductive role of government regulation, and on the need for
economic incentives to accelerate the growth of the economy. This book argues that an assessment of India's
failure to eliminate basic deprivations has to go beyond this limited focus, and to take note of the role played
in that failure by inadequate public involvement in the promotion of basic education, health care, socia
security, and related entitlements. Even the fostering of fast and participatory economic growth requires
some basic social change, which is not addressed by liberalization and economic incentives alone. The
authors also discuss the historical antecedents of these political and social neglects, including the distortion
of policy priorities arising from inequalities of political power. The book considers the scope for public
action to address these earlier biases and achieve atransformation of policy priorities.

About the Author
Jean Drezeis at Delhi School of Economics. Amartya Senisat Trinity College, Cambridge.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
lan Gardner:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving
India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity content conveys the idea easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different asit. So , do you
nonetheless thinking India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Berneice Ritzman:

The e-book with title India: Economic Development and Social Opportunity contains alot of information
that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Mar gar et Barone:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This India: Economic Development and
Socia Opportunity is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

ViolaWaters:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely India: Economic Development and Social
Opportunity. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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