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Artfully combining social and literary history, this unique study explores the dual
loyalties of contemporary Egyptian authors from the 1952 Revolution to the
present day. Egypt's writers have long had an elevated idea of their social
mission, considering themselves 'the conscience of the nation.' At the same time,
modern Egyptian writers work under the liberal conception of the writer
borrowed from the European model. As a result, each Egyptian writer treads the
tightrope between authority and freedom, social commitment and artistic license,
loyalty to the state and to personal expression, in an ongoing quest for an elusive
literary ideal. With these fundamentals in mind, Conscience of the Nation
examines Egyptian literary production over the past fifty years, surveying works
by established writers, as well as those of dozens of other authors who are
celebrated in Egypt but whose writings are largely unknown to the foreign
reader. Novelists and poets, scriptwriters and playwrights, critics and journalists
all have battled with and tried to resolve the tensions inherent in the conflicting
forces of self and society.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

DAVID TRESILIAN was educated at Oxford University and Columbia University, New York. A former
resident of Cairo, he lives and works in Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Rivas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt. Try
to make book Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt as your friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Scarlet Rome:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt book
is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer of Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt content conveys
objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Conscience of the Nation: Writers,
State, and Society in Modern Egypt is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ricky Dotson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a



publication.

Gary Roth:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and
Society in Modern Egypt. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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