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Sinceits beginnings at the start of the 20th century, educational scholarship has
been amarginal field, criticized by public policy makers and relegated to the
fringes of academe. An Elusive Science explains why, providing a critical history
of the traditions, conflicts, and institutions that have shaped the study of
education over the past century.

"[C]andid and incisive. . . . A stark yet enlightening look at American
education."—Library Journal

"[A]n account of the search, over the past hundred or so years, to try and discover
how educational research might provide reliable prescriptions for the
improvement of education. Through extensive use of contemporary reference
material, [Lagemann] shows that the search for ways of producing high-quality
research has been, in effect, a search for secure disciplinary
foundations."—Dylan William, Times Higher Education Supplement
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Lagemann, who is chair of humanities and the social sciences at New Y ork University and president of the
National Academy of Education, has along history in the field of higher education. In this candid and
incisive study, she examines how Americans perceive the people who practice education and explains why
their low-status work has undermined the possihilities for developing a strong professional community and a
generative scholarly tradition. Weak financial support led to weak research, which in turn led to continued
weak financial support. This catch-22 situation has also contributed to the lack of public support and respect.
Taking ahistorical perspective, Lagemann critically examines problems associated with educational
scholarship and argues that federal requirements for program eval uation have resulted in an improved
understanding of the education policymaking process. She considers not only where education research may
have gone astray but also the promising directions it may be taking in the future. A stark yet enlightening
look at American education, research methodologies, and federal government funding agencies and their
practices, this book is recommended for academic and larger public libraries.DSamuel T. Huang, Northern
Illinois Univ., DeKalb
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Review

"[C]andid and incisive.... A stark yet enlightening look at American education.” - Library Journal; "[A]n
account of the search, over the past hundred or so years, to try and discover how educational research might
provide reliable prescriptions for the improvement of education. Through extensive use of contemporary
reference material, [Lagemann] shows that the search for ways of producing high-quality research has been,
in effect, a search for secure disciplinary foundations." - Dylan William, Times Higher Education
Supplement

From the Inside Flap

Since its beginnings at the start of the twentieth century, educational scholarship has been a marginal field,
criticized by public policy makers and relegated to the fringes of academe. An Elusive Science explains why,
providing acritical history of the traditions, conflicts, and institutions that have shaped the study of
education over the past century.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shanon Stephens:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly fed enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking
at abook? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research.



Maritza Berry:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title An Elusive Science: The
Troubling History of Education Research suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education
Researchis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their ideain the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to know the core of this book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world in this book.

L ucy Nelson:

In this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple method to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education
Research. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Mary Perez:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this An Elusive Science: The Troubling History of Education Research can
make you feel more interested to read.
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