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On a summer day in 1988, Carter Cooper, aged 24, dropped to his death from the
14th-floor terrace of his mother's New York City's apartment. Now, seven years
later, Gloria Vanderbilt is finally able to set down the terrible events of that
afternoon--to which she was a witness--in a book of overwhleming intensity,
feeling, and beauty.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In 1988, Gloria Vanderbilt's 23-year-old son Carter committed suicide. As Vanderbilt looked on, Carter
swung away from the terrace wall of her 14th-floor New York apartment and, in Vanderbilt's words, "He let
go." In this poignant memoir, Vanderbilt reflects on her own painful history and what she describes as "the
final loss, the fatal loss that stripped me bare." She thought, she says, that she could not survive the death of
her son. This memoir is a testimony to her courage and her own return to life.

From Publishers Weekly
In 1988, the author's 23-year-old son, Carter Vanderbilt Cooper--Princeton graduate, editor at American
Heritage, outwardly confident and in control of his life--committed suicide, falling from the terrace of her
Manhattan apartment as she watched helplessly. This luminous, wise, healing and deeply moving memoir
opens with Vanderbilt's flashbacks to other personal losses, including abandonment by her mother, Gloria
Morgan Vanderbilt, who left for Paris in 1925, dumping her at the age of one year on her maternal
grandmother and an Irish nurse; the death of her father, Reginald, three months later; and the death of her
actor/screenwriter husband, Wyatt Cooper, in 1978 after he suffered several heart attacks. Some of these
traumas were covered in her 1985 autobiography, Once Upon a Time, and the self-conscious narrative is
padded with diary excerpts from 1971. But when Vanderbilt finally recalls her son's death--which she
believes was the result of a psychotic episode induced by a prescription allergy drug, Proventil--the writing
shines, communicating her almost unbearable pain and sorrow with shattering intensity.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Vanderbilt's affecting memoir tells of the 1988 suicide of her 24-year-old son, Carter Cooper. This and her
two earlier autobiographies (Once Upon a Time, LJ 5/1/85; Black Knight, White Knight, LJ 5/15/87) and an
inspirational book about creativity (Woman to Woman, LJ 2/1/79) are all offered in the same vein: to share
her experiences in the hopes of encouraging others. Here Vanderbilt recounts a childhood filled with loss and
abandonment, her husband Wyatt Cooper's strong family background, and their happy and mutually
sustaining marriage. Against this backdrop of familial love she describes Wyatt's death in 1978 and then the
day that Carter jumped from her 14th-story terrace while she watched. In spare, unadorned prose Vanderbilt
relates "the loss that had no echo" and her own survival. Most public libraries will want this haunting
portrayal.
--Wendy Knickerbocker, Rhode Island Coll. Lib., Providence
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer
that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.



Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this A Mother's Story to read.

Sheila Gallagher:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline A Mother's Story
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled A
Mother's Storyis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Matthew Wallace:

The actual book A Mother's Story will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The
book A Mother's Story is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Teresa Sullivan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book A Mother's Story it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.
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