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Continuing the series that began with A Blaze of Glory, Jeff Shaara returns to
chronicle another decisive chapter in America’slong and bloody Civil War. In A
Chain of Thunder, the action shifts to the fortress city of Vicksburg, Mississippi.
There, in the vaunted “ Gibraltar of the Confederacy,” a siege for the ages will
cement the reputation of one Union general—and all but seal the fate of the rebel
cause.

In May 1863, after months of hard and bitter combat, Union troops under the
command of Major General Ulysses S. Grant at long last successfully cross the
Mississippi River. They force the remnants of Confederate Lieutenant General
John C. Pemberton’s army to retreat to Vicksburg, burning the bridges over the
Big Black River inits path. But after sustaining heavy casualtiesin two failed
assaults against the rebels, Union soldiers are losing confidence and morale is
low. Grant reluctantly decidesto lay siege to the city, trapping soldiers and
civilians alike inside an iron ring of Federal entrenchments. Six weeks later, the
starving and destitute Southerners finally surrender, yielding command of the
Mississippi River to the Union forces on July 4—Independence Day—and
marking a crucial turning point in the Civil War.

Drawing on comprehensive research and his own intimate knowledge of the
Vicksburg Campaign, Jeff Shaara once again weaves brilliant fiction out of the
ragged cloth of historical fact. From the command tents where generals plot
strategy to the ruined mansions where bel eaguered citizens huddle for safety, this
is apanoramic portrait of men and women whose lives are forever altered by the
siege. On one side stand the emerging legend Grant, hisirascible second William
T. Sherman, and the youthful “grunt” Private Fritz Bauer; on the other, the
Confederate commanders Pemberton and Joseph Johnston, as well as nineteen-
year-old Lucy Spence, acivilian doing her best to survive in the besieged city.
By giving voiceto their experiences at Vicksburg, A Chain of Thunder vividly
evokes a battle whose outcome still reverberates more than 150 years after the
cannons fell silent.
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Praisefor A Chain of Thunder

“[Jeff] Shaara continues to draw powerful novels from the bloody history of the
Civil War. . . . The diaogue intrigues. Shaara aptly reveals the main actors:
Grant, stoic, driven, not given to micromanagement; Sherman, anxious, high-
strung, engaged even when doubting Grant’ s strategy. . . . Worth a Civil War
buff’ s attention.” —Kirkus Reviews

“Searing . . . Shaara seamlessly interweaves multiple points of view, asthe plot is
driven by a stellar cast of real-life and fictional characters coping with the pivotal
crisis. . . . [A] riveting fictional narrative.” —Booklist

“Shaara s historical accuracy isfaultless, and hetellsagood story. . . . The
voices of these people come across to the reader as poignantly as they did 150
years ago.”—Historical Novels Review

“Thewriting is picturesgue and vibrant. . . . [an] engrossing

tale.”—Bookreporter

From the Hardcover edition.
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chapter in America slong and bloody Civil War. In A Chain of Thunder, the action shifts to the fortress city
of Vicksburg, Mississippi. There, in the vaunted “ Gibraltar of the Confederacy,” a siege for the ages will
cement the reputation of one Union general—and all but seal the fate of the rebel cause.

In May 1863, after months of hard and bitter combat, Union troops under the command of Major General
Ulysses S. Grant at long last successfully cross the Mississippi River. They force the remnants of
Confederate Lieutenant General John C. Pemberton’s army to retreat to Vicksburg, burning the bridges over
the Big Black River in its path. But after sustaining heavy casualties in two failed assaults against the rebels,
Union soldiers are losing confidence and morale is low. Grant reluctantly decides to lay siege to the city,
trapping soldiers and civilians alike inside an iron ring of Federal entrenchments. Six weeks later, the
starving and destitute Southerners finally surrender, yielding command of the Mississippi River to the Union
forces on July 4—Independence Day—and marking a crucial turning point in the Civil War.

Drawing on comprehensive research and his own intimate knowledge of the Vicksburg Campaign, Jeff
Shaara once again weaves brilliant fiction out of the ragged cloth of historical fact. From the command tents
where generals plot strategy to the ruined mansions where bel eaguered citizens huddle for safety, thisisa
panoramic portrait of men and women whose lives are forever atered by the siege. On one side stand the
emerging legend Grant, hisirascible second William T. Sherman, and the youthful “grunt” Private Fritz
Bauer; on the other, the Confederate commanders Pemberton and Joseph Johnston, as well as nineteen-year-
old Lucy Spence, a civilian doing her best to survive in the besieged city. By giving voice to their
experiences at Vicksburg, A Chain of Thunder vividly evokes a battle whose outcome still reverberates more
than 150 years after the cannons fell silent.

Praisefor A Chain of Thunder

“[Jeff] Shaara continues to draw powerful novels from the bloody history of the Civil War. . . . The dialogue
intrigues. Shaara aptly reveals the main actors: Grant, stoic, driven, not given to micromanagement;
Sherman, anxious, high-strung, engaged even when doubting Grant’s strategy. . . . Worth a Civil War buff’s
attention.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Searing . . . Shaara seamlessly interweaves multiple points of view, asthe plot is driven by a stellar cast of
real-life and fictional characters coping with the pivotal crisis. . . . [A] riveting fictional

narrative.”—Booklist

“Shaara’ s historical accuracy isfaultless, and he tells agood story. . . . The voices of these people come
across to the reader as poignantly as they did 150 years ago.”—Historical Novels Review

“The writing is picturesgue and vibrant. . . . [an] engrossing tale.”—Bookreporter
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Although Civil War novels abound, Shaara’ s searing trilogy “explores the often overlooked story of the Civil
War inthewest.” A Blaze of Glory (2012), the best-selling first volume in this series, documented the
fiercely bloody Battle of Shiloh, in Tennessee. The second installment details a different—but equally
devastating—type of military action. Pushing further southwest, General Grant and the Union forces have
driven the beleaguered Confederates to the outskirts of Vicksburg, Mississippi. With no surrender in sight
and control of the crucial Mississippi River hanging in the balance, Grant reluctantly optsto lay siege to the
city, subjecting both soldiers and civilians to an agonizing combination of starvation, degradation, and
barragement. Shaara seamlessly interweaves multiple points of view, asthe plot is driven by a stellar cast of
real-life and fictional characters coping with the pivotal crisis. --Margaret Flanagan

Review
Praisefor A Chain of Thunder

“[Jeff] Shaara continues to draw powerful novels from the bloody history of the Civil War. . . . The dialogue
intrigues. Shaara aptly reveals the main actors: Grant, stoic, driven, not given to micromanagement;
Sherman, anxious, high-strung, engaged even when doubting Grant’ s strategy. . . . Worth a Civil War buff’s
attention.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Searing . . . Shaara seamlessly interweaves multiple points of view, asthe plot is driven by a stellar cast of
rea-life and fictional characters coping with the pivotal crisis. . . . [A] riveting fictional
narrative.” —Booklist

“Shaarad s historical accuracy is faultless, and he tellsagood story. . . . The voices of these people come
acrossto the reader as poignantly asthey did 150 years ago.”—Historical Novels Review

“The writing is picturesgue and vibrant. . . . [an] engrossing tale.”—Bookreporter
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About the Author

Jeff Shaara isthe New York Times bestselling author of A Chain of Thunder, A Blaze of Glory, The Final
Sorm, No Less Than Victory, The Steel Wave, The Rising Tide, To the Last Man, The Glorious Cause, Rise
to Rebellion, and Gone for Soldiers, aswell as Gods and Generals and The Last Full Measure—two novels
that complete the Civil War trilogy that began with his father’ s Pulitzer Prize-winning classic, The Killer
Angels. Shaarawas born into afamily of Italian immigrantsin New Brunswick, New Jersey. He grew up in
Tallahassee, Florida, and graduated from Florida State University. He lives in Gettysburg.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Angela Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the
Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel much more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Dorothy Cropper:

This A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read alot of information you will get. This particular A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of
Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of
Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves turn out to be full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even phone. This A Chain of
Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) having very good arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Sandra Fritz:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Chain of Thunder: A
Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) book as this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may aready know.

Shawn Hoffman:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in
the West) this book consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This particular



book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.

Download and Read Online A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the
Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) By Jeff Shaara
#2NXVLWR7F1D



Read A Chain of Thunder: A Nove of the Siege of Vicksburg (the
Civil War in the West) By Jeff Shaara for online ebook

A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) By Jeff Shaara Free
PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top booksto read A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil
War in the West) By Jeff Shaara books to read online.

Online A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the
West) By Jeff Shaara ebook PDF download

A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) By Jeff Shaara
Doc

A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) By Jeff Shaara M obipocket
A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) By Jeff Shaara EPub

2NXVLWR7F1D: A Chain of Thunder: A Novel of the Siege of Vicksburg (the Civil War in the West) By Jeff Shaara



