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This volume seeks to study the connections between two well-studied epochsin
Chinese history: the mid-imperia era of the Tang and Song (ca. 800-1270) and
the late imperia era of the late Ming and Qing (1550-1900). Both eras are seen as
periods of explosive change, particularly in economic activity, characterized by
the emergence of new forms of social organization and a dramatic expansionin
knowledge and culture. The task of establishing links between these two periods
has been impeded by alack of knowledge of the intervening Mongol Y uan
dynasty (1271-1368). This historiographical "black hole" has artificially
interrupted the narrative of Chinese history and bifurcated it into two distinct
epochs.

This volume aims to restore continuity to that historical narrative by filling the
gap between mid-imperia and late imperial China. The contributors argue that
the Song-Y uan-Ming transition (early twelfth through the late fifteenth century)
constitutes a distinct historical period of transition and not one of interruption and
devolution. They trace this transition by investigating such subjects as
contemporary impressions of the period, the role of the Mongols in intellectual
life, the economy of Jiangnan, urban growth, neo-Confucianism and local
society, commercia publishing, comic drama, and medical learning.
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This volume seeks to study the connections between two well-studied epochs in Chinese history: the mid-
imperial era of the Tang and Song (ca. 800-1270) and the late imperial era of the late Ming and Qing (1550-
1900). Both eras are seen as periods of explosive change, particularly in economic activity, characterized by
the emergence of new forms of social organization and a dramatic expansion in knowledge and culture. The
task of establishing links between these two periods has been impeded by alack of knowledge of the
intervening Mongol Y uan dynasty (1271-1368). This historiographical "black hole" has artificialy
interrupted the narrative of Chinese history and bifurcated it into two distinct epochs.

This volume aims to restore continuity to that historical narrative by filling the gap between mid-imperial
and late imperial China. The contributors argue that the Song-Y uan-Ming transition (early twelfth through
the late fifteenth century) constitutes a distinct historical period of transition and not one of interruption and
devolution. They trace thistransition by investigating such subjects as contemporary impressions of the
period, the role of the Mongolsin intellectua life, the economy of Jiangnan, urban growth, neo-
Confucianism and local society, commercial publishing, comic drama, and medical learning.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Earl Austin:

This The Song-Y uan-Ming Transition in Chinese History (Harvard East Asian Monographs) usually are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Song-Y uan-Ming
Transition in Chinese History (Harvard East Asian Monographs) can be one of severa great books you must
haveis giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Song-Y uan-Ming Transition in
Chinese History (Harvard East Asian Monographs) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action.
So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mike Hendrix:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Song-Y uan-
Ming Transition in Chinese History (Harvard East Asian Monographs) suitable to you? The particular book
was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Song-Y uan-Ming Transitionin
Chinese History (Harvard East Asian Monographs)is one of several books which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the ssmple way, therefore
all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you alarge amount of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Edward Salls:

The publication with title The Song-Y uan-Ming Transition in Chinese History (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) includes alot of information that you can study it. You can get alot of advantage after read



this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition
of theworld at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Tom Rivera:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can haveitin
e-book means, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of The Song-Y uan-Ming Transition in Chinese History
(Harvard East Asian Monographs) can give you alot of pals because by you checking out this one book you
have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have The
Song-Y uan-Ming Transition in Chinese History (Harvard East Asian Monographs).
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