The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-
1993

By Charles Bukowski

C Download now
Read Online ©

The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993 By Charles Bukowski

To hislegions of fans, Charles Bukowski was—and remains—the quintessential
counterculture icon. A hard-drinking wild man of literature and a stubborn
outsider to the poetry world, he wrote unflinchingly about booze, work, and
women, in raw, street-tough poems whose truth has struck a chord with
generations of readers.

Edited by John Martin, the legendary publisher of Black Sparrow Press and a
close friend of Bukowski's, The Pleasures of the Damned is a selection of the
best works from Bukowski's long poetic career, including the last of his never-
before-collected poems. Celebrating the full range of the poet's extraordinary and
surprising sensibility, and his uncompromising linguistic brilliance, these poems
cover arich lifetime of experiences and speak to Bukowski's “immense
intelligence, the caring heart that saw through the sham of our pretenses and had
pity on our human condition” (New York Quarterly). The Pleasures of the
Damned is an astonishing poetic treasure trove, essential reading for both
longtime fans and those just discovering this unique and legendary American
voice.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. Bukowski's chatty free verse (and fiction) about disappointment, drunkenness, racetracks,
flophouses, lust, sexual failure, poverty and late-life success amassed an enormous following by the time of
his death at age 73 in 1994. Billed as the last book with new Bukowski poemsin it, this hefty collection also
cullsfrom his prior books, and it isall of a piece: the warnings about lost potency, the ironic takes on
ailments of mind and body, the comradeship with everyone down at the hedls, down on his luck, or down to
his last shot of booze. Bukowski's best poems have an exaggerated, B-movie black-and-white aura about
them. One new poem warns that/ nothing is wasted:/ either that/ or/ it all is. In another, hell is only what we/
create,/ smoking these cigarettes,/ waiting here,/ wondering here. Near the front of the volume comes a page-
and-a-half-long verse manifesto, a poem is acity, that might describe what Bukowski could do: apoemisa
city filled with streets and sewers, it begins, filled with saints, heroes, beggars, madmen... banality and
booze, and yet a poem isthe world. (Nov.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Thislong and well-edited collection is likely to stand as the definitive volume of Bukowski’' s poems.”

About the Author

Charles Bukowski is one of America’s best-known contemporary writers of poetry and prose and, many
would claim, its most influential and imitated poet. He was born in 1920 in Andernach, Germany, to an
American soldier father and a German mother, and brought to the United States at the age of two. He was
raised in Los Angeles and lived there for over fifty years. He died in San Pedro, California, on March 9,
1994, at the age of seventy-three, shortly after completing his last novel, Pulp.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Judith Carter:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they're still students or that for all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems,
1951-1993. All type of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet options or other
social media

Betty Giuliani:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by



simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The
Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993 book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

EricalLewis:

The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993 can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993 yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia pondering.

Naomi Taylor:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993 why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. Theinside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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