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An introduction to the art of decorative patterning, of equal value to craftworkers,
collectors and students of art history. Trilling analyzes the historical importance
of ornament across the world, whether in the monumental architecture of
Mycenean Greece or the inlaid vessels of Zhou Dynasty China, in the bronze
mirrors of early Celtic Britain, or the carved and woven ornament of Native
Americans. An impressive variety of ornament from the paleolithic age to the
present day enables the reader to appreciate both its inherent form and beauty.
Individual stylesand patterns are traced through their evolution and interaction
between cultures through trade, conquest and religious influences.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Although the ornamental has, in mainstream art-history circles, become "acceptable again” after long-
running modernist attacks, its "rehabilitation is far from complete,” laments James Trilling (Ornament),
former curator at the Textile Museum in Washington, D.C. The Language of Ornament, avisual and
historical study with 246 illustrations (68 in color), beginsin the Paleolithic era (an English hand-ax) and
ends with Matisse and a back-to-the-future look at one of the oldest forms of ornament: tattoos. Trilling's
unabashed apologiafor the beleaguered art form will speed its recovery.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Considered one of the four major categories of art along with architecture, sculpture, and painting, ornament
is broadly defined as a complicated decorative patterning device that may exude intense emotion, give
pleasure, and enhance beauty. Trilling, who was curator of Old World Textiles at the Textile Museum in
Washington, DC, and who taught at the Rhode Island School of Design, provides historical context for
ornamentation and traces its use, development, and meaning from Paleolithic times to the present. His
beautifully integrated text is accompanied by descriptive illustrations and dazzling examples. Broad chapters
highlight the appreciation of ornament, sketchesin art history, ornament as conventional system, and
ornament in the age of modernism. A welcome addition to all libraries with afocus on design and design
techniques. Stephen Allan Patrick, East Tennessee State Univ. Libs., Johnson City Art Instruction By Daniel
Lombardo, formerly with Jones Lib., Amherst, MA

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
James Trilling taught at the Rhode Island School of Design before he became a fulltime independent scholar.
Heisthe author Ornament: A Modern Perspective has written extensively on Byzantine art.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Edwards:

The book The Language of Ornament (World of Art) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we |eave the good thing like a book The Language
of Ornament (World of Art)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can
give many datafor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share al of these. Book The Language of
Ornament (World of Art) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.

Y ou can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.



Anderson Austin:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for al of us. The book The Language of Ornament (World of Art) was making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
e-book The Language of Ornament (World of Art) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Language of Ornament (World of
Art). You never redly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Wilda Alexander:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you
ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide
untitled The Language of Ornament (World of Art) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

William Rose:

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Language of Ornament (World of Art) itis
rather good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-
book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book has high quality.
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