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Featuring David Sedaris's unique blend of hilarity and heart, this new collection
of keen-eyed animal-themed tales is an utter delight. Though the characters may
not be human, the situations in these stories bear an uncanny resemblance to the
insanity of everyday life.

In "The Toad, the Turtle, and the Duck," three strangers commiserate about
animal bureaucracy while waiting in a complaint line. In "Hello Kitty," a cynical
feline struggles to sit through his prison-mandated AA meetings. In "The Squirrel
and the Chipmunk," a pair of star-crossed lovers is separated by prejudiced
family members.

With original illustrations by Ian Falconer, author of the bestselling Olivia series
of children's books, these stories are David Sedaris at his most observant,
poignant, and surprising.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Like a modern-day Aesop or La Fontaine, Sedaris has his darkly comic and deeply cynical (if somewhat
rambling) morality stories enacted by animals. Although Sedaris typically narrates his works solo, here he is
joined by Dylan Baker, Siân Phillips, and (the incomparable) Elaine Stritch. The dry tones of both women
are particularly well suited to the knowing commentary offered by various domesticated, barnyard, and wild
animals on casual racism, self-congratulatory sanctimony, poor excuses for adultery, and fad spiritualism,
among other common societal ills. The audiobook features a bonus fable not available in the text version of
the book; in addition, the third CD includes PDFs of the book's illustrations by Ian Falconer
(writer/illustrator of the Olivia picture book series). A Little, Brown hardcover. (Sept.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The ancient Greeks had Aesop, seventeenth-century French people read the fables of La Fontaine, and now
we, jaded inhabitants of the modern era, possess the distinct privilege to enjoy the beloved Sedaris’ first
collection of short animal tales. The appeal of this aesthetically pleasing little volume is inherent, as the
American ambassador of the comedy memoir, human division, turns now to creatures of the hoofed and
winged variety to make us laugh and, perhaps, learn a lesson. Illustrations by Falconer (of the Olivia
children’s books) are a perfect pairing for Sedaris’ stories (both writer and illustrator have been published
extensively in the New Yorker). In Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk, foibled fabular heroines are given the
opportunity to, finally, display all those humanlike thoughts and behaviors they’ve been banned from for
ages. There’s the motherless bear who alienates herself with her incessant, self-centered solicitations of pity,
and the potbellied pig who, no matter the diet, just can’t lose his breed-inherited descriptor. It’s impossible to
imagine the brainstorm that conjured up these absurd, animated tales, but readers will certainly be grateful
that they rained from Sedaris’ pen. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Sedaris’ name creates its own buzz
and will continue to do so even with this quirky little book. --Annie Bostrom

Review
PRAISE FOR WHEN YOU ARE ENGULFED IN FLAMES:

"He's the best there is."?Judith Newman, People

"A joy to read....Sedaris [is] a connoisseur of human nature at its worst."?Christopher Muther, Boston
Globe

"Sedaris is certainly worthy of hero worship....He is a master pathfinder."?Mark Washburn, Charlotte
Observer

"The preeminent humorist of his generation."?Whitney Pastorek, Entertainment Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Gary Lane:

This Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modest Bestiary book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modest Bestiary without we recognize teach the one who studying
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modest
Bestiary can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modest Bestiary having
great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Elnora Perry:

Precisely why? Because this Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modest Bestiary is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Hazel Makowski:

Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modest Bestiary can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk:
A Modest Bestiary yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial imagining.

Joy Rodriguez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Squirrel Seeks
Chipmunk: A Modest Bestiary which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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