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Federico Borromeo, Cardinal-Archbishop of Milan (1564–1631), is well known
as a leading Catholic reformer and as the founder of the Ambrosiana library, art
collection, and academy in that city. Less known is the fact that the institution's
art museum was the culmination of many decades of reflection on the aesthetic
qualities and religious roles of art. Borromeo recorded his reflections in two
treatises.

De pictura sacra (Sacred Painting, 1624) laid out the rules that artists should
follow when creating religious art. Borromeo touched on dozens of
iconographical issues and in so doing drew on his deep knowledge not only of
church fathers, councils, and scripture but also of classical art and literature. In
Musaeum (1625) Borromeo showed a less doctrinaire and more personal side by
walking the reader through the Ambrosiana and commenting on specific works in
his collection. He offered some of the earliest and most important critiques to
survive on works by artists such as Leonardo, Titian, and Jan Brueghel the Elder.

This volume offers, for the first time, translations of the treatises directly into
English as well as freshly edited Latin texts, an introduction, extensive notes, and
an appendix on the Academy of Design that was established in conjunction with
the museum. These treatises will be of great interest to students of the history of
art, museums, and religion.
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Federico Borromeo, Cardinal-Archbishop of Milan (1564–1631), is well known as a leading Catholic
reformer and as the founder of the Ambrosiana library, art collection, and academy in that city. Less known
is the fact that the institution's art museum was the culmination of many decades of reflection on the
aesthetic qualities and religious roles of art. Borromeo recorded his reflections in two treatises.

De pictura sacra (Sacred Painting, 1624) laid out the rules that artists should follow when creating religious
art. Borromeo touched on dozens of iconographical issues and in so doing drew on his deep knowledge not
only of church fathers, councils, and scripture but also of classical art and literature. In Musaeum (1625)
Borromeo showed a less doctrinaire and more personal side by walking the reader through the Ambrosiana
and commenting on specific works in his collection. He offered some of the earliest and most important
critiques to survive on works by artists such as Leonardo, Titian, and Jan Brueghel the Elder.

This volume offers, for the first time, translations of the treatises directly into English as well as freshly
edited Latin texts, an introduction, extensive notes, and an appendix on the Academy of Design that was
established in conjunction with the museum. These treatises will be of great interest to students of the history
of art, museums, and religion.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kenneth S. Rothwell, Jr. is Associate Professor of Classics, University of Massachusetts, Boston.

Pamela M. Jones is Professor of Art History, University of Massachusetts, Boston.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl Kile:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get before. The Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) giving you
a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life
within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Michael Brown:

Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Sacred
Painting. Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Scott Rochelle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti
Renaissance Library) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Sacred Painting.
Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.



Megan Kelly:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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