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From the Biblical period and Classical Antiquity to the rise of the Renaissance
and the Enlightenment, aspects of Persian culture have been integral to European
history. A diverse constellation of European artists, poets, and thinkers have
looked to Persia for inspiration, finding there a rich cultural counterpoint and
frame of reference. Interest in all things Persian was no passing fancy but an
enduring fascination that has shaped not just Western views but the self-image of
Iranians up to the present day. Persophilia maps the changing geography of
connections between Persia and the West over the centuries and shows that
traffic in ideas about Persia and Persians did not travel on a one-way street.

How did Iranians respond when they saw themselves reflected in Western
mirrors? Expanding on Jürgen Habermas’s theory of the public sphere, and
overcoming the limits of Edward Said, Hamid Dabashi answers this critical
question by tracing the formation of a civic discursive space in Iran, seeing it as a
prime example of a modern nation-state emerging from an ancient civilization in
the context of European colonialism. The modern Iranian public sphere, Dabashi
argues, cannot be understood apart from this dynamic interaction.

Persophilia takes into its purview works as varied as Xenophon’s Cyropaedia
and Nietzsche’s Thus Spoke Zarathustra, Handel’s Xerxes and Puccini’s
Turandot, and Gauguin and Matisse’s fascination with Persian art. The result is a
provocative reading of world history that dismantles normative historiography
and alters our understanding of postcolonial nations.
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From the Biblical period and Classical Antiquity to the rise of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment,
aspects of Persian culture have been integral to European history. A diverse constellation of European artists,
poets, and thinkers have looked to Persia for inspiration, finding there a rich cultural counterpoint and frame
of reference. Interest in all things Persian was no passing fancy but an enduring fascination that has shaped
not just Western views but the self-image of Iranians up to the present day. Persophilia maps the changing
geography of connections between Persia and the West over the centuries and shows that traffic in ideas
about Persia and Persians did not travel on a one-way street.

How did Iranians respond when they saw themselves reflected in Western mirrors? Expanding on Jürgen
Habermas’s theory of the public sphere, and overcoming the limits of Edward Said, Hamid Dabashi answers
this critical question by tracing the formation of a civic discursive space in Iran, seeing it as a prime example
of a modern nation-state emerging from an ancient civilization in the context of European colonialism. The
modern Iranian public sphere, Dabashi argues, cannot be understood apart from this dynamic interaction.

Persophilia takes into its purview works as varied as Xenophon’s Cyropaedia and Nietzsche’s Thus Spoke
Zarathustra, Handel’s Xerxes and Puccini’s Turandot, and Gauguin and Matisse’s fascination with Persian
art. The result is a provocative reading of world history that dismantles normative historiography and alters
our understanding of postcolonial nations.
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Editorial Review

Review
A lively and erudite account of Persophilia…Whenever Dabashi discusses particular writers, Iranian or
Western, his enthusiasm brims over; his love for literature, whether in Persian or English, German or French,
shines through and animates his prose…His astute capsule descriptions of 19th- and 20th-century Iranian
writers, most of whom remain unknown in the West, will come as both provocative and enlightening to even
the most jaded Persophile. (Eric Ormsby Literary Review 2016-05-01)

Hamid Dabashi tells an elegant and startling story about the significance of Persian culture in Western
society, and how Western ideas about Persian culture shaped modern Iran’s notions of its antiquity and
literary history. (Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet, University of Pennsylvania)

Hamid Dabashi’s scholarly investigation into Persophilia?the attraction that Iran’s literary humanism held
for giants of European culture including Mozart, Goethe, and Nietzsche?turns simplistic views of
‘Orientalism’ upside down. His penetrating account of a global conversation lasting centuries forces us to
rethink tired old clichés about European cultural hegemony. (Malise Ruthven, author of Islam in the World)

About the Author
Hamid Dabashi is Hagop Kevorkian Professor of Iranian Studies and Comparative Literature at Columbia
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yolanda Ocasio:

This Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene without we realize teach the one
who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Persophilia:
Persian Culture on the Global Scene can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Carol McElroy:

The ability that you get from Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene may be the more deep you
digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with



you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Persophilia: Persian
Culture on the Global Scene instantly.

Corey Mullen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Persophilia: Persian Culture on the
Global Scene reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Persophilia:
Persian Culture on the Global Scene as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is
one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Michael Patterson:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Persophilia: Persian Culture on the
Global Scene is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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