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From the Introduction:
The overall goal of the research project was to understand the gang phenomenon
in the United States. In order to accomplish this goal, I thought it necessary to
understand what was similar in the way all gangs behaved and what was
idiosyncratic to certain gangs. In addition, I thought it was also necessary to
understand why certain gangs grew, others declined but lingered on, and others
declined and died. What follows is an explanation of the research design, the
method of data gathering, the method of data analysis and presentation, and some
ethical issues related to the research.
 
Past research on gangs had for the most part focused on gangs in one section of a
city, gangs in one city, or gangs of one ethnic group. In order to understand the
nature of the gang as an organization and the gang phenomenon in general, I
believed it was necessary to undertake a comparative study. This was the only
way to understand what gangs have in common with each other and what is
idiosyncratic to particular gangs.
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From the Introduction:
The overall goal of the research project was to understand the gang phenomenon in the United States. In
order to accomplish this goal, I thought it necessary to understand what was similar in the way all gangs
behaved and what was idiosyncratic to certain gangs. In addition, I thought it was also necessary to
understand why certain gangs grew, others declined but lingered on, and others declined and died. What
follows is an explanation of the research design, the method of data gathering, the method of data analysis
and presentation, and some ethical issues related to the research.
 
Past research on gangs had for the most part focused on gangs in one section of a city, gangs in one city, or
gangs of one ethnic group. In order to understand the nature of the gang as an organization and the gang
phenomenon in general, I believed it was necessary to undertake a comparative study. This was the only way
to understand what gangs have in common with each other and what is idiosyncratic to particular gangs.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The value of this extraordinary book . . . is that it offers bold and fresh thinking on a subject that desperately
needs it. . . . It helps demystify gangs, presenting them as human organizations with human members, not as
evil or pitiful creatures to be either despised or patronized."--"Christian Science Monitor

From the Inside Flap

"The value of this extraordinary book . . . is that it offers bold and fresh thinking on a subject that desperately
needs it. . . .It helps demystify gangs, presenting them as human organizations with human members, not as
evil or pitiful creatures to be either despised or patronized."
--Leonard Bushkoff, Christian Science Monitor
 
"Islands in the Street is more than a lively, descriptive report. It is also a highly polished sociological
analysis and interpretive story of why youngsters join gangs, why gangs accept them, how gangs are
organized, and how they relate to the community, law enforcement, and the media."
--Jerome H. Skolnick, The American Prospect
 
"Specialists in juvenile delinquency, juvenile and criminal justice, and the several disciplines that study these
topics will certainly welcome the publication of Islands in the Street. The data and interpretations are likely
to be controversial."
--James Short, Past President, American Sociological Association

"Vivid, lively, and yet theoretically informed, a triumph of patient and sustained fieldwork. . . . Jankowski
presents the gang and its members not as pathological departures from social norms, but as shrewd and
resourceful operators."—Michael Lipsky, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

"Islands in the Street fills a wide gap in the literature on gangs. Jankowski's innovative model of gang
participation and organization is important and elegant, guaranteeing that this will be the book on gangs for
the next ten years, if not longer."—Ruth Horowitz, University of Delaware
 

From the Back Cover
"Vivid, lively, and yet theoretically informed, a triumph of patient and sustained fieldwork. . . . Jankowski
presents the gang and its members not as pathological departures from social norms, but as shrewd and
resourceful operators."--Michael Lipsky, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

""Islands in the Street fills a wide gap in the literature on gangs. Jankowski's innovative model of gang
participation and organization is important and elegant, guaranteeing that this will be "the book on gangs for
the next ten years, if not longer."--Ruth Horowitz, University of Delaware

Users Review

From reader reviews:



James Kostka:

Here thing why this particular Islands in the Street: Gangs and American Urban Society are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. Islands in the Street: Gangs and American Urban Society giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with Islands in the Street: Gangs and American Urban Society. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home
by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Islands in the
Street: Gangs and American Urban Society in e-book can be your option.

Graham Ayala:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Islands in the Street: Gangs and American Urban Society, you
can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Byron Angle:

This Islands in the Street: Gangs and American Urban Society is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Islands in the Street:
Gangs and American Urban Society can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Danny Saleem:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is usually Islands in the Street: Gangs and American Urban Society.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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