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This magisterial work of historical fiction recounts the astonishing life of Inés
Suárez, a daring Spanish conquistadora who toiled to build the nation of
Chile—and whose vital role has too often been neglected by history.

It is the beginning of the Spanish conquest of the Americas, and when Inés’s
shiftless husband disappears to the New World, she uses the opportunity to
search for him as an excuse to flee her stifling homeland and seek adventure.
After a treacherous journey to Peru, she learns of his death in battle. She meets
and begins a passionate love affair with a man who seeks only honor and glory:
Pedro Valdivia, war hero and field marshal to the famed Francisco Pizarro.
Together, Inés and Valdivia will build the new city of Santiago and wage a
ruthless war against the indigenous Chileans. The horrific struggle will change
them forever, pulling each toward their separate destinies.

Inés of My Soul is a work of breathtaking scope, written with the narrative
brilliance and passion readers have come to expect from Isabel Allende.
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This magisterial work of historical fiction recounts the astonishing life of Inés Suárez, a daring Spanish
conquistadora who toiled to build the nation of Chile—and whose vital role has too often been neglected by
history.

It is the beginning of the Spanish conquest of the Americas, and when Inés’s shiftless husband disappears to
the New World, she uses the opportunity to search for him as an excuse to flee her stifling homeland and
seek adventure. After a treacherous journey to Peru, she learns of his death in battle. She meets and begins a
passionate love affair with a man who seeks only honor and glory: Pedro Valdivia, war hero and field
marshal to the famed Francisco Pizarro. Together, Inés and Valdivia will build the new city of Santiago and
wage a ruthless war against the indigenous Chileans. The horrific struggle will change them forever, pulling
each toward their separate destinies.

Inés of My Soul is a work of breathtaking scope, written with the narrative brilliance and passion readers
have come to expect from Isabel Allende.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Only months after the inauguration of Chile's first female president, Allende recounts in her
usual sweeping style the grand tale of Doña Inés Suárez (1507– 1580), arguably the country's founding
mother. Writing in the year of her death, Inés tells of her modest girlhood in Spain and traveling to the New
World as a young wife to find her missing husband, Juan. Upon learning of Juan's humiliating death in
battle, Inés determines to stay in the fledgling colony of Peru, where she falls fervently in love with Don
Pedro de Valdivia, loyal field marshal of Francisco Pizarro. The two lovers aim to found a new society based
on Christian and egalitarian principles that Valdivia later finds hard to reconcile with his personal desire for
glory. Inés proves herself not only a capable helpmate and a worthy cofounder of a nation, but also a
ferocious fighter who both captivates and frightens her fellow settlers. Inés narrates with a clear eye and a
sensitivity to native peoples that rarely lapses into anachronistic political correctness. Basing the tale on
documented events of her heroine's life, Allende crafts a swift, thrilling epic, packed with fierce battles and
passionate romance. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
If Inés of My Soul isn't among Isabel Allende's best novels, it still tells a remarkable, ambitious, and
heretofore untold story about one of the first female conquistadors of the New World. Allende finds so many
surreal subplots in Inés's own story that the author's imagination, rather than magical realism, prevails in her
attempt to recreate the 16th-century Americas. All aspects of the story entertain and educate. At the same
time, the detractors have some complaints: Allende embarks on too many historical detours; she romanticizes
the Spanish conquistadors; she takes a one-sided view of the native Chileans; and, in an attempt to appeal to
fans of different genres, she creates a lightweight story from a very serious topic.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Fiction about the conquistador experience in the New World (although a long list does not
immediately come to mind) nevertheless can't possibly get better than Allende's treatment of the subject in
her latest novel, which is based on the life of a real historical character. Ines Suarez was born in golden-age
Spain; she traveled to that glittering country's South American empire in search of her husband, who
previously had pulled up stakes and booked passage there in search of riches. In the novel's real time, Ines is
70 years old in the year 1580, and she puts stiffly held pen to paper to compose her memoirs, recording for
posterity the events of quite an extraordinary life. Once in the New World, after learning her husband had
died, Ines, with her innate smarts and fortitude, takes up with a man (one of Francisco Pizarro's former
officers) who not only knocks her socks off (or whatever the equivalent of such an article of clothing was
back in those days) but who also, together with her, proceeds to build the city of Santiago and forge the
nation of Chile. Allende's novel broadens and deepens into a richly drawn depiction of the harshness of New
World colonial life. She is an exquisite handler of historical detail, always conscious of keeping her story
line above sinking beneath the particulars. Brad Hooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Jean Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Ines of My Soul: A Novel is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Marlon Duenas:

The publication untitled Ines of My Soul: A Novel is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of Ines of My Soul: A Novel from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

William Patterson:

The reserve with title Ines of My Soul: A Novel includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Robert Mayo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Ines of
My Soul: A Novel.
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