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Conflicting interests and conflicting attitudes toward the war characterized the
uneasy relationship between Washington and Hollywood during World War I1.
There was deep disagreement within the film-making community as to the stance
towards the war that should be taken by one of America's most lucrative
industries. Hollywood Goes to War reveals the powerful role played by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt's Office of War Information—staffed by some of
America's most famous intellectuals including Elmer Davis, Robert Sherwood,
and Archibald MacL eish—in shaping the films that were released during the war
years. Ironically, it was the film industry's own self-censorship system, the Hays
Office and the Production Code Administration, that paved the way for
government censors to cut and shape movies to portray an idealized image of a
harmonious American society united in the fight against acommon enemy.
Clayton R. Koppes and Gregory D. Black reconstruct the power struggles
between the legendary producers, writers, directors, stars and politicians all
seeking to project their own visions onto the silver screen and thus to affect
public perceptions and opinion.
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Conflicting interests and conflicting attitudes toward the war characterized the uneasy relationship between
Washington and Hollywood during World War |1. There was deep disagreement within the film-making
community as to the stance towards the war that should be taken by one of America's most lucrative
industries. Hollywood Goes to War reveal s the powerful role played by President Franklin D. Roosevelt's
Office of War Information—staffed by some of America's most famous intellectuals including Elmer Davis,
Robert Sherwood, and Archibald MacL eish—in shaping the films that were released during the war years.
Ironically, it was the film industry's own self-censorship system, the Hays Office and the Production Code
Administration, that paved the way for government censors to cut and shape moviesto portray an idealized
image of a harmonious American society united in the fight against a common enemy. Clayton R. Koppes
and Gregory D. Black reconstruct the power struggles between the legendary producers, writers, directors,
stars and politicians all seeking to project their own visions onto the silver screen and thusto affect public
perceptions and opinion.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Beware of censors bearing high ideals. That's the message of "Hollywood Goes to War, a careful account of
Americasflirtation with cultural commissarship during World War 11. . . . The descriptions of behind-the-

scenes fiddling by bureaucrats (particularly with King Vidor's ambitious flop, ‘An American Romance, '
which was 'transformed from a paean to rugged individualism into a celebration of management-labor
cooperation’) are instructive. They expose the political mentality of the time and the mentality of
propagandists of all times."--Walter Goodman, "New Y ork Times Book Review

About the Author

Clayton R. Koppesis Houck Professor of Humanities and Chairman of the History Department at Oberlin
College. Gregory D. Black is Chairman of the Communications Department at the University of Missouri,
Kansas City, and Director of the American Culture program there.

From The Washington Post

"Koppes and Black, professor of history and communications respectively, have no evident ideological axes
to grind in this thorough . . . study. Their primary concern is to examine 'the enduring question of the
appropriateness of governmental coercion and censorship of private media asit was raised by the
relationship between the movie industry and the U.S. government.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Spencer Fuentes.

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Hollywood Goes to War: How Politics, Profits and Propaganda
Shaped World War 1l Movies. Try to stumble through book Hollywood Goes to War: How Palitics, Profits
and Propaganda Shaped World War 11 Movies as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So, let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Bernice Capps:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Hollywood Goes to War: How Palitics, Profits and
Propaganda Shaped World War |1 Movies will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of



best book or acceptable book with you?

Patricia Whetsal:

Typically the book Hollywood Goes to War: How Politics, Profits and Propaganda Shaped World War |1
Movies has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Craig Rushing:

Hollywood Goesto War: How Palitics, Profits and Propaganda Shaped World War 11 Movies can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his'her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Hollywood Goes to War: How Palitics, Profits and Propaganda Shaped World War |1
Movies athough doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
new stage of crucial imagining.
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