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Being a duck isn’t all it’s quacked up to be.

But don’t try telling that to Frank—he’s a chicken with a dream. All he thinks
about are webbed feet, waterproof feathers, and the cool water of the pond. So
when Frank takes a dip and nearly drowns, his mood turns foul. Luckily, he gets
a little human help—in the form of a man-made wet suit and a pair of
flippers—and soon he’s the speediest bird in the water. And while Frank knows
he’s ruffled a few feathers, he doesn’t care—there’s just too much for him to
crow about.

Until a certain young chick catches his eye, that is. . . .

From the Hardcover edition.
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Being a duck isn’t all it’s quacked up to be.

But don’t try telling that to Frank—he’s a chicken with a dream. All he thinks about are webbed feet,
waterproof feathers, and the cool water of the pond. So when Frank takes a dip and nearly drowns, his mood
turns foul. Luckily, he gets a little human help—in the form of a man-made wet suit and a pair of
flippers—and soon he’s the speediest bird in the water. And while Frank knows he’s ruffled a few feathers,
he doesn’t care—there’s just too much for him to crow about.

Until a certain young chick catches his eye, that is. . . .

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This cheery twist on the ugly duckling story finds a barnyard chick named Frank longing to be a duck. From
the moment he's hatched, Frank spends all his time at the edge of the pond. "Chickens can't swim," his
worried mother tells him, but he tries anyway with near-disastrous results. Frank is rescued by the farmer's
daughter who, with the help of her veterinarian uncle and dressmaker mother, devises a little wet suit for him
out of an old hot-water bottle and makes flippers from rubber gloves. Frank quickly becomes not only a
speed demon on the pond, out-swimming his web-footed pals, but also a hero when he saves his mother from
a fox. Nevertheless full happiness eludes him ("He was after all a chicken at heart"), and when a speckled
pullet named Gorgeous catches his eye, he finally learns to embrace life on land. Thoroughly engaging, this
story trips along in typically breezy King-Smith (Babe the Gallant Pig) fashion, deftly flipping perspectives
between that of the anthropomorphized barnyard animals and the human characters. Chipper dialogue,
generous helpings of humor and a lickety-split plot add up to an amusing chapter book. Final artwork not
seen by PW. Ages 7-10.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grades 2-4--An amusing chapter book about a chick that wants to be a duck. Eight-year-old Jemima notices
Frank's fascination with the ducks and, with assistance from her parents and uncle, tries to help him learn to
swim. A wet suit made from a hot-water bottle allows the chick to float, but he still can't glide across the
pond like the ducks. Later, however, some chick-sized flippers give him serious speed in the water. Accepted
at last by his new friends, Frank returns to his true nature, but not before befuddling a fox and saving his
Mum. King-Smith's easygoing narrative makes this a pleasant variation of "The Ugly Duckling." Though the
notion of a swimming chick has slapstick potential, the author builds the humor gently, without resorting to
caricature. Jemima approaches her trial-and-error attempts to help her chick with logic and earnestness.
Frank is the hero of the story, but seeing him through the humans' eyes, and through the eyes of his
embarrassed mother, shows how others in the farmyard community regard his antics. Simple black-and-
white illustrations appear on most pages, neatly matching the restrained fun of the words. Fairly short
chapters and an easy-to-follow plot make this a fine choice for early chapter-book readers.
Steven Engelfried, Beaverton City Library, OR
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 3-5. The prolific King-Smith returns to the farm, but instead of focusing on pigs like Babe, King-Smith
has a new hero, a baby chick named Frank--who wants to be a duck. From the first, Frank's mother,
Gertrude, knows there's something amiss; Frank spends too much time looking longingly at the pond. When
Frank makes clear his desire to swim, the ducklings laugh, but young Jemima, the farmer's daughter, intuits
what he wants. Rather than crush Frank's dream, Jemima and her mother make Frank a wet suit out of a hot-
water bottle and webbed feet out of rubber gloves. He becomes an impressive swimmer, but when he falls in
love, he finds that his outfit gets in the way. Although this is not in the upper echelon of King-Smith's work,
it's a jolly tale that readers will enjoy all the more thanks to the jaunty pen-and-ink drawings. A little more
sophisticated than a beginning reader, this is a good transition to middle-grade fiction. Ilene Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Hickman:

The knowledge that you get from Funny Frank may be the more deep you digging the information that hide
within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Funny Frank giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having that Funny Frank instantly.

Joseph Esparza:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Funny Frank as your daily resource information.

Michele Stoney:

You can find this Funny Frank by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply
by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Hattie Godfrey:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Funny Frank as well as others sources were given knowledge
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Funny Frank to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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