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In the forty years before the Civil War, Americawas awash in political and social
reform movements. Abolitionists stormed against the cruelties of slavery.
Temperance zeal ots hounded producers and consumers of strong drink.
Sabbatarians fought to make Sunday an officially recognized sacred day.
Woman's rights activists proclaimed the case for sexual equality. This colorful
text brilliantly reassesses the religious roots of these antebellum reform
movements through a series of penetrating profiles of key men and women who
sought to remake their worlds in sacred terms. Arguing that we cannot
understand American reform movements unless we understand the sacred
significance reformers bestowed on the worldly arenas of politics, society, and
the economy, Abzug presents these men and women in their own words, placing
their cherished ideals and their often heated squabbles within the context of their
millennial and sometimes apocalyptic sense of Americas role in the cosmic
drama. Tracing the lasting impact of what began as a peculiarly Protestant,
largely New England, style of social action on the uniquely American traditions
of activism that flourish today, Cosmos Crumbling isinvaluable for helping
students of American and religious history understand the myriad waysin which
the quest for enlightenment and salvation continues to shape American palitics.
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In the forty years before the Civil War, Americawas awash in political and socia reform movements.
Abolitionists stormed against the cruelties of dlavery. Temperance zeal ots hounded producers and consumers
of strong drink. Sabbatarians fought to make Sunday an officialy recognized sacred day. Woman's rights
activists proclaimed the case for sexual equality. This colorful text brilliantly reassesses the religious roots of
these antebellum reform movements through a series of penetrating profiles of key men and women who
sought to remake their worldsin sacred terms. Arguing that we cannot understand American reform
movements unless we understand the sacred significance reformers bestowed on the worldly arenas of
politics, society, and the economy, Abzug presents these men and women in their own words, placing their
cherished ideals and their often heated sguabbles within the context of their millennial and sometimes
apocalyptic sense of Americas rolein the cosmic drama. Tracing the lasting impact of what began as a
peculiarly Protestant, largely New England, style of social action on the uniquely American traditions of
activism that flourish today, Cosmos Crumbling is invaluable for helping students of American and religious
history understand the myriad ways in which the quest for enlightenment and salvation continues to shape
American politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A fascinating read and awonderful window on an important phenomenon."--Daniel P. Murphy, Hanover
College

"[A]ll students of American culture in the nineteenth century...will now rely on Cosmos Crumbling as the
most useful narrative overview of the role played by religious imagination in the unfolding of the ante-
bellum reform."--Thomas J. Brown, Harvard University in The New England Quarterly

"...auseful resource for students of religion and palitics..."--Perspectives on Political Science

"...an origina and provocative analysis of the religious roots of early nineteenth century reform
movements....[Abzug's] analysisis unique....Cosmos Crumbling isimportant reading to scholars of
American cultural and political, aswell asreligious history."--American Studies International

"...adetailed account of the many reform movements in Antebellum America."--Theology Digest
"Abzug's book has the double virtue of being informative and good to read..."--Journal of the Early Republic

"A readable, insightful work. Abzug rightfully stresses the role of religion in American reform movements.
First rate!"--John Quinn, Salve Regina University

"A brilliant reinterpretation of the dynamic reform movements that proliferated in the five decades following
the American independence....Succeeds in breaking out of the constraining cocoon imposed by our own
secular eraand in comprehending nineteenth-century reformersin their own terms, within their own cosmos.
Abzug goes far beyond any previous historian in getting to the core of American reform and thus to a vita
part of American identity."--David Brion Davis, Yae University

"Offers the freshest, most el egantly phrased and profoundest reinterpretation of the American reform
tradition in the last fifty years....All students of nineteenth-century American history will need to read this
work."--Bertram Wyatt-Brown, University of Florida

From the Back Cover

In the forty years before the Civil War, Americarang with the cry of reform. Abolitionists stormed against
the cruelties of slavery. Temperance zeal ots hounded producers and consumers of strong drink. Sabbatarians
fought to make Sunday an officialy recognized sacred day. Women's rights activists proclaimed the case for
sexual equality. Others offered programs of physiological and spiritual self-reform: phrenology,
vegetarianism, the water-cure, spiritualism, and miscellaneous others. "Even the insect world was to be
defended", Emerson mused, "and a society for the protection of ground-worms, slugs, and mosguitoes was to
be incorporated without delay". Cosmos Crumbling brilliantly reassesses the religious roots of these
antebellum reform movements through a series of penetrating profiles of key men and women who sought to
remake their worlds in sacred terms. Filled with vivid anecdotes and penetrating analysis, the book presents a
genealogy of reform cosmology that begins with the American Revolution and ends with "the woman
guestion”, the issue that drove a wedge between traditional evangelical reformers and the more radical
reformers who questioned the very foundations of the conventional Christian cosmos. Here is the story of



Declaration of Independence signer Benjamin Rush and his lifelong odyssey to bring together his
unorthodox Christian ideals and his revolutionary republicanism. Other portraits highlight the guiding role of
religion in the careers of thetireless abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, the evangelical minister Lyman
Beecher and his daughter, influential educational reformer Catharine Beecher, as well as of Angelinaand
Sarah Crimke, and Lydia Maria Child, fearlesswomen who made enormous strides in reimagining the
spiritual and moral power of women and their place in society. There is also an intriguing chapter on leaders
of the body reforms, including phrenol ogist Orson Squire Fowler, who began his career reading the heads of
hisfellow students at Amherst College for small change, and William Andrus Alcott, who advocated a bland
vegetarian diet, cold water bathing, and a profusion of daily rituals to guide his followers through their every
waking moment. Arguing that we cannot understand American reform movements unless we understand the
sacred significance reformers bestowed on the worldly arenas of politics, society, and the economy, Abzug
presents these men and women in their own words, placing their cherished ideals and their often heated
sguabbles within the context of their millennial and sometimes apocalyptic sense of America'srolein the
cosmic drama. Tracing the lasting impact of what began as a peculiarly Protestant, largely New England,
style of socia action on the uniquely American traditions of activism that flourish today, Cosmos Crumbling
isasigna contribution to our understanding of the myriad ways in which the quest for enlightenment and
salvation continues to shape American palitics.

About the Author
Robert H. Abzug is at University of Texas.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin Applegate:

The book Cosmos Crumbling: American Reform and the Religious Imagination make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Cosmos
Crumbling: American Reform and the Religious Imagination being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or al subjects. Y ou may know
everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Cosmos Crumbling: American Reform and the Religious
Imagination. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Rebecca Dryden:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they're still students or the item for al peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Cosmos Crumbling:
American Reform and the Religious Imagination. All type of book isit possible to see on many methods.

Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.



EllaHodge:

This book untitled Cosmos Crumbling: American Reform and the Religious Imagination to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of
benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Rosalie Castillo;

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Cosmos Crumbling: American Reform and the Religious Imagination was
filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some peopl e has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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