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This book offers an easy to read, all-embracing history of thermodynamics. It
describes the long devel opment of thermodynamics, from the misunderstood and
misinterpreted to the conceptually simple and extremely useful theory that we
know today. Coverage identifies not only the famous physicists who devel oped
the field, but also engineers and scientists from other disciplines who helped in
the devel opment and spread of thermodynamics as well.
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This book offers an easy to read, all-embracing history of thermodynamics. It describes the long
development of thermodynamics, from the misunderstood and misinterpreted to the conceptually simple and
extremely useful theory that we know today. Coverage identifies not only the famous physicists who
developed the field, but also engineers and scientists from other disciplines who helped in the development
and spread of thermodynamics as well.
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Editorial Review
Review

From the reviews:

"Miiller ... summarizes the historical development of thermodynamic concepts, going into great depth to
detail how certain discoveries were interconnected and how numerous researchers devel oped these theories
based on current available knowledge. ... Readers will appreciate how researchers in the 19th century had to
develop basic concepts ... . Summing Up: Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates through
professionals." (H. Giesche, CHOICE, Voal. 45 (2), 2007)

"An exhaustive history and presentation of current state of research in the subject of thermodynamics. ...
Thisbook istoo good ... . The author is an important leader in this field, with most impressive record of
research publications. Thisis agreat book, which should be in the library of any scientist interested in
thermodynamics. It iseasy toread ... . It contains alot of information about thermodynamics, certainly the
history, and biographies of prominent creators of our knowledge.” (Vadim Komkov, Zentralblatt MATH,
Vol. 1131 (9), 2008)

From the Back Cover

The development of thermodynamicsin the second half of the 19th century has had a strong impact on both
technology and natural philosophy.

It is true that the steam engine for the conversion of heat into work existed before thermodynamics was
developed as a branch of physics. However, the systematic theory improved the conversion process, and it
succeeded in devel oping other processes essential to modern life, notably refrigeration and rectification. So,
altogether thermodynamics has provided humanity with cheap energy, and cheap fuel, -- consequently with
cheap, and abundant, and unspoiled food. Thus thermodynamics has made populations grow, and life
expectancy increase beyond anything people could possibly have imagined 200 years ago.

At the same time thermodynamics has uncovered the precarious balance between determinism and
stochasticity which is essential to processes on earth, including life. The competition of those intentions is
described by the doctrine of energy and entropy in thermodynamics; energy tends to force a system into one
single state, and entropy tends to spread the system evenly over all possible states. These competing
tendencies are weighted by temperature such that minimal energy determines cold systems.

The knowledge gained by thermodynamic research led to quantum mechanics, whose rules become
predominant at low temperatures, and to stellar physics, where temperature is high enough to make relativity
theory essential.

The expansion of thermodynamic technology and natural philosophy is reviewed in the book along with the



struggles and fates of some of the engineers and physicists who pioneered the devel opment.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruben Martin:

The book A History of Thermodynamics. The Doctrine of Energy and Entropy make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book A History of
Thermodynamics: The Doctrine of Energy and Entropy to get your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or al subjects. Y ou are able to know
everything if you like start and read a publication A History of Thermodynamics: The Doctrine of Energy
and Entropy. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how
do you think about this e-book?

Henrietta Roderick:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This A History of Thermodynamics: The Doctrine of Energy and Entropy book is readable
simply by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without |eaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with A History of Thermodynamics: The Doctrine of Energy and Entropy content conveys the
idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking A History of Thermodynamics: The
Doctrine of Energy and Entropy is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

William Hughes:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A
History of Thermodynamics. The Doctrine of Energy and Entropy, you could tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Victor Parisi:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A History of Thermodynamics. The
Doctrine of Energy and Entropy e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism A History of



Thermodynamics. The Dactrine of Energy and Entropy as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet

another sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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