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As soon as Thomas Jefferson learned to read, he found his passion: books, books,
and more books! Before, during, and after the American Revolution, Jefferson
collected thousands of books on hundreds of subjects. In fact, his massive
collection eventually helped rebuild the Library of Congress—now the largest
library in the world. Barb Rosenstock’s rhythmic words and John O’Brien’s
whimsical illustrations capture Jefferson’s passion for the written word as well as
little-known details about book collecting. Author and artist worked closely with
experts to create the first picture book on Jefferson’s love of reading, writing, and
books. An author’s note, bibliography, and source notes for quotations are also
included.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 1-5–It is no small feat to entertain children in a book about loving books (an increasingly crowded shelf),
but this duo succeeds admirably through well-chosen facts, staggering statistics, an interactive text, and
humor. Readers glimpse Jefferson's childhood, adolescence, fatherhood, and presidency through his
obsession with reading. There is levity and energy in O'Brien's ink and watercolor scenes. Jefferson's horse
has a book-shaped saddle; young Tom fiddles while reading the music from a book mounted to the bridle.
There is also sadness, when Jefferson reads to his wife on her deathbed. The full-spread compositions are
supplemented by insets shaped like open books that contain quotes by or about Jefferson and his times or
interests. In one, a slave remembers that his master might have 20 books surrounding him on the floor.
Another describes his revolving bookstand holding five volumes, so he “never needed to stop writing to read
or stop reading to write.” Rosenstock details the man's substantial and ongoing involvement in developing
and contributing to the national library. The final scene shows Jefferson opening a large book portraying
modern and Colonial visitors mingling at the Library of Congress; a minor disappointment is that O'Brien
drew generic bookcases instead of the splendid reading room. An author's note adds more information,
including context for the fact that the author of the Declaration of Independence owned about 600 enslaved
individuals throughout his life. This is a unique portrayal of the life and passions of the third
president.–Wendy Lukehart, District of Columbia Public Libraryα(c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC,
a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
This attractive picture book uses Thomas Jefferson’s love of reading and collecting books as a lens through
which to view the story of his life. Even as a young child, Tom reads through his father’s library, and as a
young man, he collects his own. He marries, has children, and makes sure that they read, too. He uses what
he has learned from books to write the Declaration of Independence, and other papers through his presidency
and retirement to 1814, when a fire destroyed the Library of Congress. The story concludes with Jefferson
selling his beloved books to form the basis of the new collection there. The writing, punctuated with
questions, statements, and exclamations in red ink, sketches the biographical framework and fills it in with
quotes and bits of history to create an unusual portrait of the man. O’Brien’s ink drawings, enhanced by
watercolor washes in subdued tones, have a quirky humor all their own. An informative author’s note rounds
out this appealing introduction to Jefferson. Grades 3-5. --Carolyn Phelan

Review

"This attractive picture book uses Thomas Jefferson's love of reading and collecting books as a lens through
which to view the story of his life. . . An informative author's note rounds out this appealing introduction to
Jefferson." --Booklist

"This unusual picture-book biography fosters a new understanding of Thomas Jefferson's life as viewed
through his love of books and its impact on our burgeoning nation. . .Sure to be enjoyed, this is an engaging
study of one of our Founding Father's great legacies." --Kirkus Reviews

"It is no small feat to entertain children in a book about loving books (an increasingly croweded shelf), but
this duo succeeds admirably through well-chosen facts, staggering statistics, an interactive text, and humor. .
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. This is a unique portrayal of the life and passions of the third president." --School Library Journal

"Jefferson's well-documented obsession with books--reading, recommending, lending, gifting, and
collecting--gets the picture-book treatment in this chatty biography that describes the journey of Jefferson's
collection from private stash to the basis of the Library of Congress. . ." --Bulletin of the Center for
Children's Books

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Lemos:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Thomas Jefferson Builds
a Library to read.

George Pinard:

The actual book Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library will bring someone to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book
very suited to you. The book Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Bernice King:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. That Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library can give you a lot of good
friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library.

Maryann Warren:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library or even others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are



helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes
Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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