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Georges Bataille presents the case of the most infamous villain of the Middle
Ages: Gilles de Rais. Fascinated with the depths of human experience–the
meeting points of sexuality, violence, ritual, spirituality, and death–Bataille
examines with dispassionate clarity the legendary crimes, trials and confessions
of this grotesque and still-horrifying 15th-century child-murderer, sadist,
alchemist, necrophile and practitioner of the Black Arts.

Gilles de Rais began his remarkable career as lieutenant to the devout martyr and
saint Joan of Arc; after her execution, he fled to his estates in the countryside of
France, where he began to ritually slaughter hundreds of children. After his arrest
and subsequent trials, he was hanged and burned at Nantes, France on October
25, 1440. The latter section of The Trial of Gilles de Rais consists of the actual
ecclesiastical and secular trial transcripts, annotated by Bataille, and translated
from the ecclesiastical Latin by Pierre Klossowski.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book about the notorious 15th-century serial killer of young children, written by France's famous
connoisseur of transgression–the man the surrealist André Breton labeled an 'excremental
philosopher'–represents a marriage not made in heaven, perhaps, but surely nowhere on this earth ... the fact
is that The Trial of Gilles de Rais gives us Bataille at his most accessible–he had been trained as a
medievalist librarian, after all–and is probably, taken in its entirety, the best thing now available in English
on one of the most bizarre figures in European history." -- New York Times Book Review

About the Author
Georges Bataille

Richard Robinson

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chris Henderson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book The Trial of Gilles De Rais ended up being making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The publication The Trial of Gilles De Rais is not only giving you far more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship using the book The Trial of Gilles De Rais. You never feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Terry Kiser:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the reserve untitled The Trial of Gilles De Rais can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Colleen Williams:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Trial of Gilles De Rais your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication



then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The
The Trial of Gilles De Rais giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Julie Long:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The
Trial of Gilles De Rais.
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