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The relationship between song quotation and the elevation of French as aliterary
language that could challenge the cultural authority of Latin isthe focus of this
book. It approaches this phenomenon through a close examination of the refrain,
ashort phrase of music and text quoted intertextually across thirteenth- and early
fourteenth-century musical and poetic genres. The author draws on awide range
of case studies, from motets, trouvére song, plays, romance, vernacular
tranglations, and proverb collections, to show that medieval composers quoted
refrains as vernacular auctoritates/; she argues that their appropriation of
scholastic, Latinate writing techniques worked to authorize Old French music
and poetry as media suitable for the transmission of knowledge. Beginning with
an exploration of the quasi-scholastic usage of refrains in anonymous and less
familiar clerical contexts, the book goes on to articulate a new framework for
understanding the emergence of the first two named authors of vernacular
polyphonic music, the cleric-trouvéres Adam de la Halle and Guillaume de
Machaut. It shows how, by blending their craft with the writing practices of the
universities, composers could use refrain quotation to assert their status as
authors with anew self-consciousness, and to position works in the vernacular as
worthy of study and interpretation. Jennifer Saltzstein is Assistant Professor of
Musicology at the University of Oklahoma.
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The relationship between song quotation and the elevation of French as aliterary language that could
challenge the cultural authority of Latin isthe focus of this book. It approaches this phenomenon through a
close examination of the refrain, a short phrase of music and text quoted intertextually across thirteenth- and
early fourteenth-century musical and poetic genres. The author draws on awide range of case studies, from
motets, trouvere song, plays, romance, vernacular translations, and proverb collections, to show that
medieval composers quoted refrains as vernacular auctoritates/; she argues that their appropriation of
scholastic, Latinate writing techniques worked to authorize Old French music and poetry as media suitable
for the transmission of knowledge. Beginning with an exploration of the quasi-scholastic usage of refrainsin
anonymous and less familiar clerical contexts, the book goes on to articul ate a new framework for
understanding the emergence of the first two named authors of vernacular polyphonic music, the cleric-
trouvéres Adam de la Halle and Guillaume de Machaut. It shows how, by blending their craft with the
writing practices of the universities, composers could use refrain quotation to assert their status as authors
with a new self-consciousness, and to position works in the vernacular as worthy of study and interpretation.
Jennifer Saltzstein is Assistant Professor of Musicology at the University of Oklahoma.
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Editorial Review

Review

A major contribution to scholarship on thirteenth- and fourteenth-century French music and literature in
many respects. MODERN LANGUAGE REVIE (A) compelling study. SPECULUMThis book is as
accessible to the non-specidlist as it is valuable to the expert, carefully explaining any technical vocabulary
and precisaly clarifying terminological distinctions ... Saltzstein's detailed engagement with musical
examplesis particularly welcome ... Offersimportant new contexts in which to understand practices of
refrain quotation ... will prove invaluable to musicologists as well as scholars of medieval French literature
and culture. EARLY MUSIC An admirable study, with much to say about the closely intertwined, highly
experimental and extremely sophisticated medieval literary and musical cultures in which refrains were so
liberally used ... thisbook is of great value for any performer of medieval music. THE CONSORT
Absorbing and informative ... vital reading for everyone working on medieval motets, songs or poetry ... The
overall achievement of thisvolumeis great. PLAINSONG AND MEDIEVAL MUSIC COLLECTIONS
THE BRITISH LIBRARY

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Krystal Wilson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Refrain and
the Rise of the Vernacular in Medieval French Music and Poetry (Gallica) suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Refrain and the Rise of the
Vernacular in Medieval French Music and Poetry (Gallica)is the main of several books that everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previousto. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, thus al of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you alots of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Marina Tijerina:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Refrain and the Rise of the Vernacular
in Medieval French Music and Poetry (Gallica) is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Thusthere are alot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Irene Carpenter:

Isit anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Refrain and the Rise of the Vernacular in



Medieval French Music and Poetry (Gallica) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Nancy Soto:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Refrain and the Rise of the Vernacular in Medieval French Music and
Poetry (Gallica) can make you experience more interested to read.
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