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More than a quarter of a century after the last Marine Corps Huey left the
American embassy in Saigon, the lessons and legacies of the most divisive war in
twentieth-century American history are as hotly debated as ever. Why did
successive administrations choose little-known Vietnam as the "test case" of
American commitment in the fight against communism? Why were the "best and
brightest" apparently blind to the illegitimacy of the state of South Vietnam?
Would Kennedy have pulled out had he lived? And what lessons regarding
American foreign policy emerged from the war?

The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War helps readers understand this tragic and
complex conflict. The book contains both interpretive information and a wealth
of facts in easy-to-find form. Part I provides a lucid narrative overview of
contested issues and interpretations in Vietnam scholarship. Part II is a mini-
encyclopedia with descriptions and analysis of individuals, events, groups, and
military operations. Arranged alphabetically, this section enables readers to look
up isolated facts and specialized terms. Part III is a chronology of key events.
Part IV is an annotated guide to resources, including films, documentaries, CD-
ROMs, and reliable Web sites. Part V contains excerpts from historical
documents and statistical data.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
University of Indianapolis history professor David L. Anderson (Facing My Lai) combines three different
formats in his concise Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War: a historical summary of the conflict from French
occupation through North Vietnam's victory, organized around key controversial questions ("Was Johnson a
War Hawk or a Reluctant Warrior?"); an A-Z mini-encyclopedia of all things Vietnam War; and an extensive
list of resources and documents, plus a detailed chronology that runs from 207 B.C. ("Kingdom of Nam Viet
founded") through Clinton's extension of diplomatic recognition to socialist Vietnam in 1995.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
A highly regarded Vietnam War scholar, Anderson (Facing My Lai; Trapped by Success: The Eisenhower
Administration and Vietnam, 1953-1961) offers a thorough overview that will benefit students and scholars
seeking resources about all aspects of the war and Vietnamese history. The guide consists of five parts, most
notably Anderson's summary of the war, in which he posits many questions but, to his credit, does not
present his conclusions as definitive answers. He concludes that the war resulted from a misapplication of
American containment policies, but he cautions the researcher to investigate all conservative, liberal, and
revisionist interpretations of the war's origin and ending. The overview is followed by a detailed glossary.
The final three sections are a chronology; an extensive, briefly annotated bibliography, which includes print
and electronic resources; and a selection of primary documents that includes decrees from Vietnamese and
American officials, concluding with President Clinton's 1995 speech that declared normalized relations with
Vietnam. This guide is not as strong as its companion, The Columbia Guide to America in the 1960s,
because it lacks a section of shorter essays by noted contributors. But it is a fine resource for understanding
the war and all its complexities. Recommended for academic and most public libraries. Karl Helicher, Upper
Merion Twp. Lib., King of Prussia, PA
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
This volume follows the same type of format as other titles in the Columbia Guides to American History and
Cultures series. The first part of the book contains a historical narrative. The rest consists of a "mini-
encyclopedia" listing events, individuals, and military operations; a brief chronology; an annotated
bibliography of books, feature films, documentaries, and electronic resources; a collection of mostly
excerpted documents; and an appendix of pertinent statistics.

Although it does not provide the depth of coverage found in the three-volume Encyclopedia of the Vietnam
War: A Political, Social, and Military History (ABC-CLIO, 1998) or as many entries as Dictionary of the
Vietnam War (Greenwood, 1988), this volume is nevertheless an outstanding ready-reference source. For
students and researchers, it offers an excellent starting point to find information, including some surprisingly
specific material, such as the precise date when the Domino theory was first articulated and the names of the
individuals who first suggested the Vietnam War memorial in Washington, D.C. The editor, a scholar of the
Vietnam War, should be commended for compiling such an informative, balanced, and unbiased reference
source on the most contentious war in American history. Recommended for both public and academic
libraries. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antonio Duncan:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War (Columbia Guides
to American History and Cultures). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a book The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War (Columbia Guides to
American History and Cultures). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Nathaniel Thomas:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War
(Columbia Guides to American History and Cultures) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jesse Harrison:

This The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War (Columbia Guides to American History and Cultures) tend to
be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The
Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War (Columbia Guides to American History and Cultures) can be one of
many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually
with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The
Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War (Columbia Guides to American History and Cultures) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Carroll:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Columbia Guide to the
Vietnam War (Columbia Guides to American History and Cultures) which is finding the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.
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