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Politicians invoke grand ideas: social justice, liberty, equality,community. But
what do these ideas really mean? How can politicians across the political
spectrum appeal to the same values?

Political Philosophy: A Beginners' Guide for Students and Politicians answers
these important questions. Accessible and lively, the book is an ideal student text,
but it also brings the insights of the world's leading political philosophers to a
wide general audience. Using plenty of examples, it equips readers to think for
themselves about the ideas that shape political life.

Democracy works best when both politicians and voters move beyond rhetoric to
think clearly and carefully about the political principles that should govern their
society. But clear thinking is difficult in an age when established orthodoxies
have fallen by the wayside. Bringing political philosophy out of the ivory tower
and within the reach of all, this book provides us with tools to cut through the
complexities of modern politics. In so doing, it makes a valuable contribution to
the democratic process.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Adam Swift's book accomplishes a rare feat: it is at once an engaging and accessible introduction to a
complex body of philosophical ideas that will be immensely useful to novices, and it is a sophisticated and
original synthesis that will be of great value to seasoned academics familiar with the problems under
discussion." Erik Olin Wright, Vilas Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin

"A stunning achievement. Beginning students will learn painlessly how to avoid the commonest blunders in
the interpretation of Rawls's theory of justice (all of which have appeared in print, incidentally), and will be
spared the effort to make sense of Berlin's "two concepts of liberty", thanks to Swift's crisp exploration of its
multiple confusions. Politicians will, if they take it to heart, feel ashamed of pretending that the invocation of
"community" solves any problems, intellectual or practical, and will understand why it is morally
disreputable to pander to popular notions of desert. In addition academic political philosophers will find their
criticisms of egalitarian liberalism stated clearly and succinctly, and then deftly refuted." Brian Barry,
Arnold A Saltzman Professor in Philosophy and Political Science, Columbia University, New York

"Adam Swift's introduction to political philosophy is clear-headed, fair-minded and fluently written. It will
be of great value to students and all those interested in contemporary debates about liberty, equality, justice
and community." Michael Sandel, Professor of Government, Harvard University

"Worthwhile read!" Politico's Bookshop

"he has produced a triumph of a book that illuminates the last two decades of politics and points the way to
the next...How does philosophy affect politics? Through books like this." James Purnell, MP

"It most certainly fills a market niche in the international introductory political theory / philosophy textbooks
market." Contemporary Political Theory

From the Back Cover
Politicians invoke grand ideas: social justice, liberty, equality,community. But what do these ideas really
mean? How can politicians across the political spectrum appeal to the same values?

Political Philosophy: A Beginners' Guide for Students and Politicians answers these important questions.
Accessible and lively, the book is an ideal student text, but it also brings the insights of the world's leading
political philosophers to a wide general audience. Using plenty of examples, it equips readers to think for
themselves about the ideas that shape political life.

Democracy works best when both politicians and voters move beyond rhetoric to think clearly and carefully
about the political principles that should govern their society. But clear thinking is difficult in an age when
established orthodoxies have fallen by the wayside. Bringing political philosophy out of the ivory tower and
within the reach of all, this book provides us with tools to cut through the complexities of modern politics. In
so doing, it makes a valuable contribution to the democratic process.



About the Author
Adam Swift is a Fellow in Politics and Sociology at Balliol College, Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Political Philosophy: A Beginner's Guide for Students and Politicians, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
guide.

Anna Snyder:

The guide with title Political Philosophy: A Beginner's Guide for Students and Politicians has lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Candace Mathieu:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book Political Philosophy: A Beginner's Guide for Students and
Politicians it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book offers high quality.

Misty Ware:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Political Philosophy: A Beginner's
Guide for Students and Politicians reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,



leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
Political Philosophy: A Beginner's Guide for Students and Politicians as good book not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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