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German poet and philosopher Friedrich Schiller’s famous text on art,
politics, and society

“The artist is certainly the child of his age, but all the worse for him if he is at the
same time its pupil, even worse its minion.”

One of the most profound works of German philosophy, Friedrich Schiller’s On
the Aesthetic Education of Man examines politics, revolution, and the history of
ideas in order argue that art should have a greater role in shaping society. Deeply
disillusioned with the course of the French Revolution, Schiller expressed his
complaints in a series of letters to a patron, an impassioned attempt to drag
mankind upward from failure to greatness by placing ideas of aesthetic education
at the heart of the human experience: “Our era has actually taken both wrong
turnings, and has fallen prey to coarseness on the one path, lethargy and
perversity on the other. Having strayed along both paths, it is beauty that can lead
[us] back.”
 
One of Germany’s greatest political statements from a time of revolutionary
change, Schiller’s arguments are as arresting, challenging, and inspiring today as
when they were first written.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Friedrich Schiller (1759–1805) was one of the founders of German Romanticism and one of the greatest
playwrights, poets, and theorists writing in German. Some of the most productive years of his short life were
spent in Weimar, where his creative friendship with Goethe has taken on a mythic status. His poem “Ode to
Joy” became the basis for the finale of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and is now the European Union’s
anthem.

Alexander Schmidt (introducer) teaches at the Friedrich Schiller University, Iena, Germany, and is
currently the Feodor Lynen Fellow at the University of Chicago.

Keith Tribe (translator) has studied and taught at universities in Germany and the UK and is a distinguished
author and translator.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Demers:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book On the Aesthetic Education of Man. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new
book On the Aesthetic Education of Man. You can add information and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Pamela Acuna:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve On the Aesthetic Education of Man will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Earl Parker:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be On the Aesthetic Education of Man why because the fantastic cover



that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Jessie Davis:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve On the Aesthetic Education of Man was filled about science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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