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International Relations emerged as a distinct academic discipline in the early
twentieth century as scholars and practitioners sought to address the causes of
war and conditions for peace in a systematic and sustained way. Its philosophic
foundations, however, draw on centuries of thinking about human nature,
political authority and obligation, justice and injustice, and their implications for
relations within and between political communities. Since then, IR has become
one of the most important and dynamic fields of academic study in the
contemporary period.

In this second edition, Stephanie Lawson retains a broad historical and contextual
approach in introducing readers to the central themes and theoretical perspectives
while also addressing key concerns in the contemporary period. These include
the emergence of states and empires, theories ranging from classical realism and
liberalism to postcolonial and ‘green’ theory, twentieth century international
history, security and insecurity, global governance and world order, international
political economy, globalization and the prospects for a ‘postinternational’ world.

Written in an accessible narrative style, this book will appeal to students at
undergraduate level and beyond, including those undertaking postgraduate
coursework study in IR with little or no previous academic training in the field.
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International Relations emerged as a distinct academic discipline in the early twentieth century as scholars
and practitioners sought to address the causes of war and conditions for peace in a systematic and sustained
way. Its philosophic foundations, however, draw on centuries of thinking about human nature, political
authority and obligation, justice and injustice, and their implications for relations within and between
political communities. Since then, IR has become one of the most important and dynamic fields of academic
study in the contemporary period.

In this second edition, Stephanie Lawson retains a broad historical and contextual approach in introducing
readers to the central themes and theoretical perspectives while also addressing key concerns in the
contemporary period. These include the emergence of states and empires, theories ranging from classical
realism and liberalism to postcolonial and ‘green’ theory, twentieth century international history, security
and insecurity, global governance and world order, international political economy, globalization and the
prospects for a ‘postinternational’ world.

Written in an accessible narrative style, this book will appeal to students at undergraduate level and beyond,
including those undertaking postgraduate coursework study in IR with little or no previous academic training
in the field.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A rare accomplishment. Quite the best introductory text in international relations I have ever seen."
Peter Vale, University of Johannesburg

"This is the kind of textbook that promotes intelligent conversation between student and teacher about the
evolution of International Relations both as a discipline of study and as practice. With a light touch and
admirable clarity of language, it confidently handles the definitional and conceptual ideas at the heart of the
subject."
Rosemary Foot, St Antony's College, Oxford

"The new edition of Stephanie Lawson's innovative international relations text builds on the strengths of the
first edition - its historical contextualization of contemporary global politics, an emphasis on normative
elements, and an openness to various theoretical approaches - and adds comprehensive chapters on IR theory
and on international political economy."
John Ravenhill, Australian National University

 

About the Author
Stephanie Lawson is Professor of Politics and International Relations at Macquarie University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide International Relations will make you to
become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Rubye Carter:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take International Relations as your daily resource
information.



David Gehrke:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this International Relations reserve written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still uncertainty International Relations as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Clara Radtke:

This International Relations is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having International Relations in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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