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With this influential book of essays, Jonathan Z. Smith has pointed the academic
study of religion in a new theoretical direction, one neither theological nor
willfully ideological.

Making use of examples as apparently diverse and exotic as the Maori cults in
nineteenth-century New Zealand and the events of Jonestown, Smith shows that
religion must be construed as conventional, anthropological, historical, and as an
exercise of imagination. In his analyses, religion emerges as the product of
historically and geographically situated human ingenuity, cognition, and
curiosity—simply put, as the result of human labor, one of the decisive but
wholly ordinary ways human beings create the worlds in which they live and
make sense of them.

"These seven essays . . . display the critical intelligence, creativity, and sheer
common sense that make Smith one of the most methodologically sophisticated
and suggestive historians of religion writing today. . . . Smith scrutinizes the
fundamental problems of taxonomy and comparison in religious studies,
suggestively redescribes such basic categories as canon and ritual, and shows
how frequently studied myths may more likely reflect situational incongruities
than vaunted mimetic congruities. His final essay, on Jonestown, demonstrates
the interpretive power of the historian of religion to render intelligible that in our
own day which seems most bizarre."—Richard S. Sarason, Religious Studies
Review
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jonathan Z. Smith is the Robert O. Anderson Distinguished Service Professor of the Humanities at the
University of Chicago where he is also a member of the Committee on the History of Culture. Among his
numerous books are To Take Place, Drudgery Divine, and Map Is Note Territory, all published by the
University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Imagining Religion:
From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Connie Cornish:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Imagining
Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Imagining Religion:
From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism)is one of several books which
everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Catherine Branch:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Imagining Religion: From Babylon to
Jonestown (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still hesitation Imagining Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown (Chicago Studies in the
History of Judaism) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that
can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.



Antoine Anderson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Imagining Religion: From Babylon to
Jonestown (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism).
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