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In this significant contribution to Hegel scholarship, Robert Williams develops
the most comprehensive account to date of Hegel's concept of recognition
(Anerkennung). Fichte introduced the concept of recognition as a presupposition
of both Rousseau's socia contract and Kant's ethics. Williams shows that Hegel
appropriated the concept of recognition as the general pattern of his concept of
ethical life, breaking with natural law theory yet incorporating the Aristotelian
view that rights and virtues are possible only within a certain kind of community.

He explores Hegel's intersubjective concept of spirit (Geist) as the product of
affirmative mutual recognition and his conception of recognition as the right to
have rights. Examining Hegel's Jena manuscripts, his Philosophy of Right, the
Phenomenol ogy of Spirit, and other works, Williams shows how the concept of
recognition shapes and illumines Hegel's understandings of crime and
punishment, morality, the family, the state, sovereignty, international relations,
and war. A concluding chapter on the reception and reworking of the concept of
recognition by contemporary thinkers including Derrida, Levinas, and Deleuze
demonstrates Hegel's continuing centrality to the philosophical concerns of our

age.
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In this significant contribution to Hegel scholarship, Robert Williams devel ops the most comprehensive
account to date of Hegel's concept of recognition (Anerkennung). Fichte introduced the concept of
recognition as a presupposition of both Rousseau's social contract and Kant's ethics. Williams shows that
Hegel appropriated the concept of recognition as the general pattern of his concept of ethical life, breaking
with natural law theory yet incorporating the Aristotelian view that rights and virtues are possible only
within a certain kind of community.

He explores Hegel's intersubjective concept of spirit (Geist) as the product of affirmative mutual recognition
and his conception of recognition as the right to have rights. Examining Hegel's Jena manuscripts, his
Philosophy of Right, the Phenomenol ogy of Spirit, and other works, Williams shows how the concept of
recognition shapes and illumines Hegel's understandings of crime and punishment, morality, the family, the
state, sovereignty, international relations, and war. A concluding chapter on the reception and reworking of
the concept of recognition by contemporary thinkersincluding Derrida, Levinas, and Deleuze demonstrates
Hegel's continuing centrality to the philosophical concerns of our age.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap

"Thisisamajor contribution to Hegel scholarship. The most detailed and most useful study of recognitionin
the Hegel literature in any language, it will serve to orient the discussion of this concept for many yearsto
come."—Tom Rockmore, author of Cognition: An Introduction to Hegel's Phenomenol ogy of Spirit

"A major contribution to Hegel studies . . .with which every seriousinterpreter, not merely of Hegel's 'ethics
but of Hegel's philosophy as awhole, will have to come to terms. There is no other work like this currently
available in any language."—Daniel Breazeale, editor and trandlator of Fichte: Early Philosophical Writings

From the Back Cover

"Thisisamajor contribution to Hegel scholarship. The most detailed and most useful study of recognitionin
the Hegel literature in any language, it will serve to orient the discussion of this concept for many yearsto
come."--Tom Rockmore, author of "Cognition: An Introduction to Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit

"A magjor contribution to Hegel studies. . .with which every serious interpreter, not merely of Hegel's 'ethics
but of Hegel's philosophy as awhole, will have to come to terms. There is no other work like this currently
available in any language.”--Daniel Breazeale, editor and translator of "Fichte: Early Philosophical Writings

About the Author

Robert R. Williams, Professor of Philosophy at Hiram College and Vice-President of the Hegel Society of
America, isauthor of Recognition: Hegel and Fichte on the Other (1992).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joshua Shaw:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Hegel's Ethics of Recognition. Y ou can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant any book Hegel's
Ethics of Recognition. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Fabian Luton:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource



then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Hegel's Ethics of Recognition as the daily resource information.

Anthony Jarrard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn abook. When you read a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Hegel's Ethics of Recognition offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Arnold Allison:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Hegel's Ethics of Recognition when you necessary it?
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