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Extending and reframing the works of Bakhtin, Gadamer, Ong, and Foucault--
with particular emphasis on Bakhtin's late essays --Macovski constructs a
theoretical model of literary dialogue and applies it to a range of Romantic texts.
In reconsidering specific works within the context of cultural heuristics,
rhetorical theory, and literary history, Macovski redefines Romantic discourse as
both extratextual and agonistic. He thereby re-evaluates such Romantic topics as
the history of the autotelic self, the proliferation of lyric orality, and the
nineteenth-century critique of rhetoric. He examines poetry by Wordsworth and
Coleridge, as well as such nineteenth-century prose works as Frankenstein,
Wuthering Heights, and Heart of Darkness.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Extending and reframing the works of Bakhtin, Gadamer, Ong, and Foucault, Macovski constructs a
theoretical model of literary dialogue and applies it to a range of Romantic texts. He conceives of literary
discourse as a matrix of interactive voices which are not only contained within the text, but extend beyond it
to other works, authors, and interpretations. A given speaker engages not only fellow characters, but his or
her own past, present, and future. According to this view, literary meaning is rendered not by a single
speaker, nor even by a single author, but through a communal construction and exchange. Maintaining that
the manifestations of dialogue are particularly pronounced during the Romantic epoch, Macovski traces the
evolution of this concept within Romantic discourse, first examining poetry by Wordsworth and Coleridge,
and then turning to three nineteenth-century prose works that are often discussed as "Romantic":
Frankenstein, Wuthering Heights, and Heart of Darkness. Throughout the study, Macovski combines
theories of rhetorical analysis, critical inquiry, and literary dialogue to account for the nineteenth-century
proliferation of apostrophe, auditors, and readerly address during the period. Within this scheme, he
reconsiders such Romantic topics as the history of the autotelic self, the dissemination of lyric orality, and
the nineteenth-century critique of rhetoric. At the same time, he defines "Romantic dialogue" as a
transtemporal idiom, one that has particular implications for the Romantics' twin concerns with revision and
prophecy. The first book to make extensive use of Bakhtin's late essays, Dialogue and Literature compares
these concepts to related formulationsby Foucault, Ong, and Gadamer. It then applies the paradigm of
literary dialogue to such parallel processes as the nineteenth-century transformation of confession into self-
decipherment, the psychoanalytic rhetoric of temporal reconstruction, and the Coleridgean enactment of
ontological "outness". What is most striking about such dialogic paradigms, however, is that the Romantic
interlocutor is an agon: the auditors can never apprehend what they hear. In the end, the book proposes that
literary dialogue operates as a heuristic in which investigation becomes a function of otherness.

About the Author
Michael Macovski is at Fordham University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Dialogue and Literature: Apostrophe, Auditors, and the Collapse of Romantic Discourse, you may tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.



Richard Vaccaro:

The particular book Dialogue and Literature: Apostrophe, Auditors, and the Collapse of Romantic Discourse
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Katherine Clark:

Why? Because this Dialogue and Literature: Apostrophe, Auditors, and the Collapse of Romantic Discourse
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in
such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Lettie Perez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Dialogue and Literature: Apostrophe, Auditors, and the Collapse of
Romantic Discourse provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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