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“Thisbook isa fascinating analysis of race and classin the age of President
Bill Clinton. It provides much-needed clarity in regardsto the myth of the
‘First Black President.’ It contributes much to our under standing of the
history that informs our present moment!”

—Cornel West

As President Barack Obama was sworn into office on January 20, 2009, the
United States was abuzz with talk of the first African American president. At this
historic moment, one man standing on the inaugural platform, seemingly arelic
of the past, had actually been called by the moniker the “first black president” for
years.

President William Jefferson Clinton had long enjoyed the support of African
Americans during his political career, but the man from Hope also had a complex
and tenuous rel ationship with this faction of his political base. Clinton stood at
the nexus of intense political battles between conservatives' demands for areturn
to the past and African Americans' demands for change and fuller equality. He
also struggled with the class dynamics dividing the American electorate,
especially African Americans. Those with financial means seized newfound
opportunities to go to college, enter the professions, pursue entrepreneurial
ambitions, and engage in mainstream politics, while those without financial
means were essentially left behind. The former became key to Clinton’s political
success as he skillfully negotiated the African American class structure while at
the same time maintaining the support of white Americans. The results were
tremendously positive for some African Americans. For others, the Clinton
presidency was devastating.

Brother Bill examines President Clinton’s political relationship with African
Americans and illuminates the nuances of race and class at the end of the
twentieth century, an era of technological, political, and social upheaval.
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“Thisbook isafascinating analysis of race and classin the age of President Bill Clinton. It provides
much-needed clarity in regardsto the myth of the ‘First Black President.’” It contributes much to our
under standing of the history that informs our present moment!”

—Cornel West

As President Barack Obama was sworn into office on January 20, 2009, the United States was abuzz with
talk of the first African American president. At this historic moment, one man standing on the inaugural
platform, seemingly arelic of the past, had actually been called by the moniker the “first black president” for
years.

President William Jefferson Clinton had long enjoyed the support of African Americans during his political
career, but the man from Hope also had a complex and tenuous relationship with this faction of his political
base. Clinton stood at the nexus of intense political battles between conservatives demands for areturn to
the past and African Americans' demands for change and fuller equality. He also struggled with the class
dynamics dividing the American electorate, especialy African Americans. Those with financial means
seized newfound opportunities to go to college, enter the professions, pursue entrepreneurial ambitions, and
engage in mainstream poalitics, while those without financial means were essentially left behind. The former
became key to Clinton’s political success as he skillfully negotiated the African American class structure
while at the same time maintaining the support of white Americans. The results were tremendously positive
for some African Americans. For others, the Clinton presidency was devastating.

Brother Bill examines President Clinton’s political relationship with African Americans and illuminates the
nuances of race and class at the end of the twentieth century, an era of technological, political, and social
upheaval.
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“This book is afascinating analysis of race and class in the age of President Bill Clinton. It provides much-
needed clarity in regards to the myth of the ‘First Black President.’ It contributes much to our understanding
of the history that informs our present moment!”

—Cornel West
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Daryl A. Carter is associate professor of history at East Tennessee State University. He specializesin modern
American political history and African American history.
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From Chapter 4
Responsibility and Accountability
The Politics of Crime

In 1981, Rickey Ray Rector, a poor black man from Conway, Arkansas, murdered a man at a dance.
Following days of searching for the widely acknowledged dim-witted man, Rector’ s sister called the Conway
Police Department to report that her brother wanted to turn himself in. Officer Robert Martin entered the
home of Rector’s mother, where he was staying, and talked casually with Mrs. Rector. Suddenly Rector
walked into the room. Martin noticed him and asked him how he was doing. When Rector said, “Hi, Mr.
Bob,” Martin returned to his conversation. Without warning or provocation, Rector shot the officer.

Officer Martin was mortally wounded. Rector ran out of the back of the house into the yard. Perhaps
realizing for the first time what he had done, or resigned that he might be murdered himself, or perhaps
fearful of returning to prison, Rector took the loaded firearm, pointed it to his head, and fired. The resulting
wound was nearly fatal. Emergency room physicians and nursesin Little Rock worked to save the cop killer.
They were successful. But in order to save hislife the doctors had to remove three inches of brain tissue,
from the forehead to nearly the middle of his head. Effectively, Rector had given himself a crude frontal
lobotomy. What Rector did not take care of, the doctors did. He was | eft with the capacity of afive- to
seven-year-old. Subsequently, Rector was declared competent to stand trial by a white Arkansas judge and
convicted by an al-white jury. The sentence: death.

For years, Rector went through the long, winding road of appeals with no results. But in 1992, Governor Bill
Clinton needed to demonstrate his toughness on crime. Despite the pleas from doctors, civil rights groups,
and Rector’ s attorneys, Clinton refused to budge. Clinton even flew back to Little Rock from New
Hampshire to oversee the last few days of Rector’slife. It is also noteworthy that this occurred at the same
time that Clinton’ s longtime paramour, Gennifer Flowers, was revealing their affair and the Clinton
campaign was reeling. On January 24, 1992, Rector was put to death by lethal injection in Cummins,
Arkansas. Many argued, then and later, that it was clear, given the circumstances, that Rector should have



been given a stay of execution and his punishment reduced to life imprisonment. Even those who had
examined Rector admitted to one degree or another that Rector was childlike and of questionable
competence. Y ears later Clinton continued to maintain that the execution was legitimate. In an interview on
National Public Radio with Amy Goodman on Election Day 2000, Clinton argued that Rector “was not
mentally impaired when he committed the crime. He became mentally impaired because he was wounded
after he murdered somebody. . . . Had he been mentally impaired when he committed, | would never have
carried out the death penalty, because he was not in a position to know what he was doing. That is not what
the facts were.” 1 For Clinton thiswas a“value” issue: Rector murdered someone, a cop no less. The fact that
Rector gravely injured himself after the fact did not absolve him from the crime of murdering a police office.

Clinton’'s actions followed the New Democrat philosophy on crime: compassion for victims, tough on
criminals. Rector’ s alleged incompetence was not a factor in Clinton’s decision, since he was fully
competent when the crime took place. That Clinton was willing to allow this execution to proceed, despite
the widespread pleas coming in from across the nation, was a notice about the direction in which he would
take the Demacratic Party and the nation in the years to come.

The Rector case is awindow through which Clinton can be understood. Older notions that argued
environmental concerns helped dictate behavior—somewhat an article of faith among liberals—divided
America between criminals and victims, thus tearing at the fabric of society and destroying the vision of
community, opportunity, and responsibility that Clinton was advocating.

In 1994, Congress passed and President Clinton signed the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement
Act. The law implemented federal restrictions on assault weapons, increased penalties for domestic violence,
and provided funding for crime prevention. The legislation also put more than a hundred thousand police
officers on the streets, provided billions for new prisons, and expanded the federal death penalty. The
tougher approach to the issue of crime resonated with white, middle-class Americans who were central to
Clinton’s electora coalition and his fight against stiff Republican opposition to his legislative agenda.

Many in the African American community, especially clergy and the middle and upper classes, were
receptive to the new law and supported its passage. Blacks, statistically, were far more likely to be victims of
crime, especially violent crime. Their support was illustrative of the class divisions within the African
American community. The effects of the law continue to be felt a decade and a half after it was signed into
law. President Clinton’s political skill in manipulating black class divisions through values-oriented rhetoric
helped lead to the passage of this controversia piece of crime legislation. It had a disproportionate impact on
the poor African Americans who were further stigmatized, harassed, and imprisoned by the new law and
those chosen to enforceit.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Janet M agnuson:

This Brother Bill: President Clinton and the Politics of Race and Class book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual
read alot of information you will get. This particular Brother Bill: President Clinton and the Politics of Race
and Class without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry Brother Bill: President Clinton and the Politics of Race and Class can bring if you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely



laptop even cellphone. This Brother Bill: President Clinton and the Poalitics of Race and Class having
excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gregory Throop:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work here
isdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Brother Bill: President Clinton and the Politics of Race and Class why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Jaclyn Utecht:

That book can make you to fed relax. This book Brother Bill: President Clinton and the Palitics of Race and
Class was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Brother Bill: President Clinton
and the Politics of Race and Class has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So, not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Johnny Abel:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
ideawhen they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Brother Bill: President
Clinton and the Politics of Race and Class to make your current reading is interesting. Y our current skill of
reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to
open abook and examine it. Beside that the guide Brother Bill: President Clinton and the Politics of Race
and Class can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of thesetime.
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