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By Bing Xu

Twenty years ago | made Book from the Sky, a book of illegible Chinese
characters that no one could read. Now | have created Book from the Ground, a
book that anyone can read. -- Xu Bing

Following his classic work Book from the Sky, the Chinese artist Xu Bing
presents a new graphic novel -- one composed entirely of symbols and icons that
are universally understood. Xu Bing spent seven years gathering materials,
experimenting, revising, and arranging thousands of pictograms to construct the
narrative of Book fromthe Ground. The result is a readable story without words,
an account of twenty-four hoursin the life of "Mr. Black," atypical urban white-
collar worker. Our protagonist's day begins with wake-up calls from a nearby
bird and his bedside alarm clock; it continues through tooth-brushing, coffee-
making, TV-watching, and cat-feeding. He commutes to hisjob on the subway,
worksin his office, ponders various fast-food options for lunch, waitsin line for
the bathroom, daydreams, sends flowers, socializes after work, goes home, kills a
mosquito, goesto bed, sleeps, and gets up the next morning to do it all over
again. His day is recounted with meticulous and intimate detail, and reads like a
postmodern, post-textual riff on James Joyce's account of Bloom's peregrinations
in Ulysses. But Xu Bing's narrative, using an exclusively visual language, could
be published anywhere, without trang ation or explication; anyone with
experience in contemporary life--anyone who has internalized the icons and
logos of modernity, from smiley faces to transit maps to menus -- can understand
it.
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Twenty years ago | made Book from the Sky, a book of illegible Chinese characters that no one could read.
Now | have created Book from the Ground, a book that anyone can read. -- Xu Bing

Following his classic work Book from the Sky, the Chinese artist Xu Bing presents a new graphic novel --
one composed entirely of symbols and icons that are universally understood. Xu Bing spent seven years
gathering material's, experimenting, revising, and arranging thousands of pictogramsto construct the
narrative of Book from the Ground. The result is a readable story without words, an account of twenty-four
hoursin the life of "Mr. Black," atypical urban white-collar worker. Our protagonist's day begins with
wake-up calls from anearby bird and his bedside alarm clock; it continues through tooth-brushing, coffee-
making, TV-watching, and cat-feeding. He commutes to his job on the subway, works in his office, ponders
various fast-food options for lunch, waitsin line for the bathroom, daydreams, sends flowers, socializes after
work, goes home, kills a mosquito, goesto bed, deeps, and gets up the next morning to do it all over again.
His day is recounted with meticulous and intimate detail, and reads like a postmodern, post-textual riff on
James Joyce's account of Bloom's peregrinations in Ulysses. But Xu Bing's narrative, using an exclusively
visual language, could be published anywhere, without translation or explication; anyone with experiencein
contemporary life--anyone who has internalized the icons and logos of modernity, from smiley faces to
transit maps to menus -- can understand it.
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Editorial Review
Review

While this book might turn off readers |ooking to escape into a more conventional narrative, anyone
interested in experimental fiction, modern art, or alittle bit of challenge will be delighted.

(Library Journal)
About the Author

Xu Bing is an internationally acclaimed artist whose work has been shown and collected by museums and
galleriesincluding the National Art Museum of China; the British Museum; the Museum of Contemporary
Art, Los Angeles; the Museum of Modern Art; the Metropolitan Museum of Art; and the Arthur M. Sackler
Gallery at the Smithsonian Museum. He is arecipient of a MacArthur "genius’ grant and is currently serving
as Vice President of the Central Academy of Art, Beijing. Based in Beijing, he maintains a studio in
Brooklyn.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephanie Cromwell:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
Book from the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press) can be your answer asit can be read by an individual
who have those short time problems.

Veronica Roberts:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you is Book from the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press) this book consist alot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That iswhy this book appropriate al of you.

Juan Farley:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the



library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading serioudly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Book from the Ground: from point to point (MIT
Press) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Alberto Alvarez;

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Book
from the Ground: from point to point (MIT Press).
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