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It isimpossible to understand Pal estine today without a careful reading of its
distant and recent past. But until now there has been no single volume in English
that tellsthe history of the events--from the Ottoman Empire to the mid-twentieth
century--that shaped modern Palestine. The first book of its kind, A History of
Palestine offers arichly detailed interpretation of thiscritical region's evolution.

Starting with the prebiblical and biblical roots of Palestine, noted historian
Gudrun Krémer examines the meanings ascribed to the land in the Jewish,
Christian, and Muslim traditions. Paying special attention to social and economic
factors, she examines the gradual transformation of Palestine, following the
history of the region through the Egyptian occupation of the mid-nineteenth
century, the Ottoman reform era, and the British Mandate up to the founding of
Isragl in 1948. Focusing on the interactions of Arabs and Jews, A History of
Palestine tells how these connections affected the cultural and political evolution
of each community and Palestine as awhole.
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It isimpossible to understand Palestine today without a careful reading of its distant and recent past. But
until now there has been no single volume in English that tells the history of the events--from the Ottoman
Empire to the mid-twentieth century--that shaped modern Palestine. The first book of its kind, A History of
Palestine offers arichly detailed interpretation of this critical region's evolution.

Starting with the prebiblical and biblical roots of Palestine, noted historian Gudrun Kréamer examines the
meanings ascribed to the land in the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim traditions. Paying special attention to
social and economic factors, she examines the gradual transformation of Palestine, following the history of
the region through the Egyptian occupation of the mid-nineteenth century, the Ottoman reform era, and the
British Mandate up to the founding of Israel in 1948. Focusing on the interactions of Arabs and Jews, A
History of Palestine tells how these connections affected the cultural and political evolution of each
community and Pal estine as awhole.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The 400 years before the founding of the Jewish state is a historiographical minefield, but Kréamer (The Jews
in Modern Egypt), a professor of Islamic studies at Free University Berlin, manages to produce an
illuminating survey of the terrain. She insists that modern Palestine had a history before large-scale Jewish
immigration began in the late 19th century, along with a substantial, rooted Arab population and society, and
agrowing economy. The author pays full due to the dynamism of the Zionist nation-building project and the
development it brought to Palesting, often to the benefit of Arabs, but also accords weight and legitimacy to
the Arab nationalist reaction—while observing that, even as the two communities remained socially
segregated, they were economically interdependent and spatially intertwined. The author's restrained account
of lsrael's war of independence notes atrocities on all sides as it depicts a sometimes incidental, sometimes
deliberate campaign of ethnic cleansing of Arabs by the Israeli military. Kramer's fluent narrative pairs a
much-needed focus on facts—including useful data on contentious issues of population growth and land
ownership—with an evenhanded avoidance of partisanship. 14 b&w photos, maps. (Mar.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Gudrun Kramer, Winner of the 2010 Gerda Henkel Prize, Gerda Henkel Foundation

"The 400 years before the founding of the Jewish state is a historiographical minefield, but Kramer, a
professor of Islamic studies at Free University Berlin, manages to produce an illuminating survey of the
terrain...Kramer's fluent narrative pairs a much-needed focus on facts--including useful data on contentious
issues of population growth and land ownership--with an evenhanded avoidance of
partisanship."--Publishers Weekly

"We tend not to notice that Palestine existed as aterritory before there was an Israel, and before there was a
Palestinian national movement. Krémer, professor of Islamic studies at Free University Berlin, goes back to
early 19th-century Egyptian rule, and then to the modernization undertaken by the Ottoman Empire, to
situate the present in its historical context."--Martin Levin, The Globe and Mail

"An excellent source for those desiring an understanding of the background to the present-day unrest in the
region."--L. Edward Sizemore, Dallas Morning News

"[Krémer] brilliantly contextualizes Arab anti-Semitism by investigating how, for the Palestinian population,
the borders between Jew and Zionist gradually became blurred. By making a series of similar investigations,
tracing all the defining points of the conflict, she has been able to write a book that stands out as hecessary
background reading for all scholarsintent on investigating the current situation in Palestine."--Jar gen
Jensehaugen, Journal of Peace Research

"Thisis awelcome addition to the growing number of studies on thisincreasingly popular field, and the
book will be of much use to those teaching classes on Middle Eastern history, the history of the Ottoman
Empire and Israel Studies. It will also prove useful in seminars on the construction of historical narratives,
the connection between religion and nationalism, and processes of decolonialization."--Scott Ury, Religious
Studies Review



"Kramer'sis awell-researched and thoroughly referenced work of synthesis offered by a cautious and
reflective historian. . . . A History of Palestine is a respectable addition to the synthetic literature in the field.
For the non-specialist reader, the book offers a good introduction to the social, political, cultural, and
economic history of Palestine and awealth of statistical information. For specialists, the book is afurther
reminder of the challenges posed by colonia history and to the importance, in the twenty-first century, of
including the voices of the indigenous peoples as well as the colonists."--Abdel Razzaq Takriti, English
Historical Review

"[T]hisisthefirst serious biography of the mufti to appear in 14 years and only the fourth ever to appear in
English. The authors should be encouraged to greatly expand their research for a much larger second edition.
Thefirst edition is already valuable for the dark tale it tells."--Marin Sieff, Sunday Times

"Gudrun Kramer's book, although its name is not attractive, is avery interesting, well written book, which
can enrich even those who know the history of Palestine. For those who will useit asafirst book on
Palesting, it is agood starting place."--Gideon Biger, Shofar

"For anyone seriously interested in the century-old Arab/Jewish struggle for the land they both call holy, you
must get acquainted with Gudrun Kramer's A History of Palestine. A professor of Isamic studies at Free
University of Berlin, she presents an exhaustive overview of the country's past from the Ottoman conquest to
the creation of Israel, abeit with a subtle Arabist slant."--Tim Boxer, 15 Minutes Magazine

"[T]hisis acomprehensive and readable account which should be useful to both students and scholars.
Kréamer's insistence on confronting the historiographical dominance of 1882 is a valuable intervention, and
her long view of the past gives today's conflict the wider historical context that too many commentators
choose to overlook."--Anna Bernard, Modernism/moder nity

About the Author
Gudrun Kramer is professor of Islamic studies at Free University Berlin and a member of the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences. Her books include "A History of Islam™ and "The Jews in Modern

Egypt”.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michelle Sanders:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book A History of Palestine: From the Ottoman
Conquest to the Founding of the State of Israel was making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It israther advantages for you. The e-book A History of Paestine:
From the Ottoman Conquest to the Founding of the State of Israel is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book A History of Palestine: From the Ottoman
Conquest to the Founding of the State of Israel. Y ou never experience lose out for everything when you read
some books.



James Hopwood:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This A History of Palestine: From the Ottoman Conquest to the Founding of the
State of Israel book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding A History of Palestine: From the Ottoman Conquest to the Founding of
the State of Israel content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different available asit. So, do you still thinking A History
of Palestine: From the Ottoman Conquest to the Founding of the State of Isragl is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Patricia Meyer:

The book untitled A History of Palestine: From the Ottoman Conquest to the Founding of the State of Israel
contain alot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very
clear to see dl the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a
nice read.

William Leone:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This A History of Palestine: From the Ottoman
Conquest to the Founding of the State of Isragl is simpleto deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train aswell as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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