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This groundbreaking study of the morphology of comparison yields a surprising
result: that even in suppletion (the wholesale replacement of one stem by a
phonologically unrelated stem, as in good-better-best) there emerge strikingly
robust patterns, virtually exceptionless generalizations across languages.
Jonathan David Bobaljik describes the systematicity in suppletion, and argues
that at least five generalizations are solid contenders for the status of linguistic
universals. The major topics discussed include suppletion, comparative and
superlative formation, deadjectival verbs, and lexical decomposition. Bobaljik's
primary focus is on morphological theory, but his argument also aims to integrate
evidence from a variety of subfields into a coherent whole. In the course of his
analysis, Bobaljik argues that the assumptions needed bear on choices among
theoretical frameworks and that the framework of Distributed Morphology has
the right architecture to support the account. In addition to the theoretical
implications of the generalizations, Bobaljik suggests that the striking patterns of
regularity in what otherwise appears to be the most irregular of linguistic
domains provide compelling evidence for Universal Grammar. The book strikes
a unique balance between empirical breadth and theoretical detail. The
phenomenon that is the main focus of the argument, suppletion in adjectival
gradation, is rare enough that Bobaljik is able to present an essentially
comprehensive description of the facts; at the same time, it is common enough to
offer sufficient variation to explore the question of universals over a significant
dataset of more than three hundred languages.
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Bobaljik suggests that the striking patterns of regularity in what otherwise appears to be the most irregular of
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Editorial Review

Review

This brilliant investigation of the morphology of comparatives and superlatives in a wide sample of
languages illustrates the necessity of using sophisticated theoretical proposals to do cogent typological
research, and persuasively makes the case that typologically absent patterns of suppletion are absent for
structural reasons. The monograph is a model of clarity of argumentation and presentation of data, and will
also serve as an excellent introduction to the theory of Distributed Morphology.

(Jason Merchant, University of Chicago)

Jonathan Bobaljik's book studies how comparison is expressed in different languages. Universals in
Comparative Morphology is based on a detailed investigation of over three hundred languages and includes
novel contributions to the understanding of many important issues in morphology, syntax, and semantics.

(Morris Halle, Institute Professor and Professor of Linguistics, Emeritus, Department of Linguistics, MIT)

This book is a triumph. It sets a new standard for morphosyntax by exploring a deep explanatory principle--
the Containment Hypothesis--in a broad but meticulously documented empirical base.

(Edwin S. Williams, Professor of Linguistics, Princeton University)

About the Author
Jonathan David Bobaljik is Professor of Linguistics at the University of Connecticut, Storrs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Flint:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Universals in Comparative
Morphology: Suppletion, Superlatives, and the Structure of Words (Current Studies in Linguistics) book as
starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gregory Kim:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps



playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Universals in Comparative Morphology: Suppletion, Superlatives, and the
Structure of Words (Current Studies in Linguistics) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Charles Hager:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. Universals in Comparative Morphology: Suppletion, Superlatives, and the
Structure of Words (Current Studies in Linguistics) can be your answer because it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.

Mandi Rice:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Universals in
Comparative Morphology: Suppletion, Superlatives, and the Structure of Words (Current Studies in
Linguistics).
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