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Few writings are more often cited as a cornerstone of modern economic
thought than those of Adam Smith. Few are less read.

The sheer strength of his great work, The Wealth of Nations, discourages many
from attempting to explore its rich and lucid arguments. In this brilliantly crafted
volume, one of the most eminent economists of our day provides a generous
selection from the entire body of Smith's work, ranging from his fascinating
psychological observations on human nature to his famous treatise on what Smith
called a "society of natural liberty," The Wealth of Nations.

Among the works represented in this volume in addition to The Wealth of
Nations are The History of Astronomy,Lectures on Jurisprudence, The Theory of
Moral Sentiments, and Smith's correspondence with David Hume.

Before each of Smith's writings Robert Heilbroner presents a clear and lively
discussion that will interest the scholar as much as it will clarify the work for the
non-specialist. Adam Smith emerges from this collection of his writings, as he
does from his portrait in Professor Heilbroner's well-known book, as the first
economist to deserve the title of "worldly philosopher."
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Few writings are more often cited as a cornerstone of modern economic thought than those of Adam
Smith. Few are less read.

The sheer strength of his great work, The Wealth of Nations, discourages many from attempting to explore its
rich and lucid arguments. In this brilliantly crafted volume, one of the most eminent economists of our day
provides a generous selection from the entire body of Smith's work, ranging from his fascinating
psychological observations on human nature to his famous treatise on what Smith called a "society of natural
liberty," The Wealth of Nations.

Among the works represented in this volume in addition to The Wealth of Nations are The History of
Astronomy,Lectures on Jurisprudence, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, and Smith's correspondence with
David Hume.

Before each of Smith's writings Robert Heilbroner presents a clear and lively discussion that will interest the
scholar as much as it will clarify the work for the non-specialist. Adam Smith emerges from this collection of
his writings, as he does from his portrait in Professor Heilbroner's well-known book, as the first economist to
deserve the title of "worldly philosopher."
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Founding father of economic conservatism, Smith nevertheless sympathized with the working class and
scorned landlords and other capitalists whom he deemed incapable of heeding public regulations. Today his
books are frequently quoted yet seldom read. To remedy this situation, Heilbroner (The Worldly
Philosophers has done an admirable job of abridging The Wealth of Nations and Smith's other major
writings. Current debate has centered on Smith's theory of the "Invisible Hand," the self-regulating
mechanism of a free-market economy, which has proved increasingly irrelevant in the face of structural
unemployment and large-scale industry. But Heilbroner points out that the Invisible Hand, far more than a
ghostly economic planner, was meant to provide the underpinnings for a workable system of social and
moral order. Heilbroner emphasizes that Smith was far less optimistic than many people assume; though he
considered capitalism the basis for personal freedom, he expected that both the propertied class and the
workers would push for their narrow self-interests. The skillfully edited selections cut through Smith's cant
and rhetoric.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
Few writings are more often cited as a cornerstone of modern economic thought than those of Adam Smith.
Few are less read. The sheer length of his great work, 'The Wealth of Nations', discourages many from
attempting to explore its rich and lucid arguments. In this brilliantly crafted volume, one of the most eminent
economists of our day provides a generous selection from the entire body of Smith's work, ranging from his
fascinating observations on the psychological nature of man to his famous treatise on what Smith called a
'society of natural liberty, ' The Wealth of Nations.

About the Author
Robert L. Heilbroner was Norman Thomas Professor of Economics at the New School for Social Research
and author of The Worldly Philosophers and many other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Essential Adam Smith. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Essential Adam
Smith. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's read.

Charles Beaudoin:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The



Essential Adam Smith your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve
then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Essential
Adam Smith giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Josephine McIntire:

The book untitled The Essential Adam Smith contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new
era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Bruce Delvalle:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Essential Adam Smith to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and
reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that
the book The Essential Adam Smith can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of their time.
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