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A balanced editorial approach, a highly respected editor, and comprehensive
glosses, footnotes, and historical and cultural essays make this the most reader-
friendly introduction to Shakespeare available today. The sixth edition of this
comprehensive anthology addresses the two key issues confronted by readers
approaching Shakespeare today: a lack of knowledge about the historical period
and difficulty with the language of Shakespeare's plays. A richly illustrated
general introduction offers insight into Shakespeare's England and background
on the literary and cultural contexts in which Shakespeare wrote and produced
plays. Each play is introduced by a descriptive essay designed to help the reader
appreciate the cultural contexts and interpretive issues raised by the play --
without dictating their interpretations. Thoroughly revised and updated notes and
glosses provide additional support to understanding the language of
Shakespeare's time.
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A balanced editorial approach, a highly respected editor, and comprehensive glosses, footnotes, and
historical and cultural essays make this the most reader-friendly introduction to Shakespeare available today.
The sixth edition of this comprehensive anthology addresses the two key issues confronted by readers
approaching Shakespeare today: a lack of knowledge about the historical period and difficulty with the
language of Shakespeare's plays. A richly illustrated general introduction offers insight into Shakespeare's
England and background on the literary and cultural contexts in which Shakespeare wrote and produced
plays. Each play is introduced by a descriptive essay designed to help the reader appreciate the cultural
contexts and interpretive issues raised by the play -- without dictating their interpretations. Thoroughly
revised and updated notes and glosses provide additional support to understanding the language of
Shakespeare's time.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

The Complete Works of Shakespeare, Sixth Edition
David Bevington

Why do we need a new edition of Shakespeare’s plays? Listen to what David Bevington has to say in his
preface to this sixth edition:

“No period in history has seen such an extensive study of Shakespeare, and no period has experienced so
many revolutions in critical method: feminist, new historical, deconstructive, post-colonial, and more. My
attempt has been [constantly] to reeducate myself, to learn more about the complexities of meaning and the
innumerable alternative possibilities that present themselves to the student of Shakespeare. Above all, I have
tried to learn how to improve accessibility and clarity for today’s reader in the interpretation of this
extraordinary body of dramatic literature.
My hope is that the sixth edition offers students and general readers the most accessible and usable
Shakespeare anthology on the market.”

Surely one of today’s premier Shakespeare scholars, David Bevington is also an extraordinary teacher whose
concern is always how to make these remarkable plays compelling for every reader. Bevington’s work
addresses the primary problems most of us have with reading Shakespeare–an unfamiliarity both with the
historical period and with the challenging language–by providing a comprehensive General Introduction that
offers wide-ranging historical, cultural, and critical context for our reading, as well as clear, accessible, line-
by-line glosses for the sometimes bewildering Elizabethan language and idioms. At a time when many of us
come to Shakespeare by way of film, Bevington brings us back to the wonder of the words.

Also available: VangoNotes: How to Study Shakespeare offers a new way to hear and experience
Shakespeare’s language through downloadable podcasts.

Visit us at www.pearsonhighered.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terry Pullen:

The book The Complete Works of Shakespeare (6th Edition) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The Complete Works
of Shakespeare (6th Edition) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide



open and read a book The Complete Works of Shakespeare (6th Edition). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Rhonda Silva:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Complete Works of Shakespeare (6th Edition) it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers
high quality.

Kathryn Hebert:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Complete Works of Shakespeare
(6th Edition), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Eliza Gold:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
The Complete Works of Shakespeare (6th Edition).
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