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Joel-Peter Witkin, whose work elicits hostility and admiration in equal measure.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
At the age of 6, Joel-Peter Witkin witnessed an automobile accident in which a little girl was decapitated, her
head rolling to a stop at his feet. This experience may have had a bearing on his lifelong obsession with the
macabre, but does little to prepare the viewer for his bizarre photographs of hermaphrodites and other human
grotesqueries. Imagine the fruits of a collaboration between Diane Arbus and Federico Fellini that might be
rejected for being a little too extreme. Imagine what Larry Flynt might publish for residents of the Twilight
Zone. Two of the milder images: the disembodied, almost skeletal heads of two gnarled old men locked in an
intimate kiss; and an obese woman in a cone-shaped mask, breast-feeding an eel.

From Library Journal
Best-known for his intricate tableaux blending the sublime and the grotesque, Witkin here presents both the
early, relatively simple portraits, heavily marked and altered in processing, as well as the recent allegories,
which could be called pristine but for their provocative content. This chronological presentation of more than
100 works from a 20-year period allows the reader both to survey the path of that evolution and to recognize
the recurring subjects of his shifting style. The themes of heaven and hell, suffering, beauty, and motherhood
are as constant as his portrayal of mutilated and malformed flesh, masks, and the thorns and grapes that refer
to Christianity and pagan myth. Brought out to accompany a retrospective that opens next month at New
York's Guggenheim Museum, this catalog also contains a comprehensive dissection of Witkin's work by the
show's curator and publishes Witkin's 1976 manifesto, "Revolt Against the Mystical." For all libraries with
works on contemporary photography.?Eric Bryant, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Joel-Peter Witkin: A Retrospective. Try to make book Joel-Peter Witkin:
A Retrospective as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Carlos Callahan:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Joel-Peter Witkin: A Retrospective will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?



Mamie Perkins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Joel-Peter Witkin: A Retrospective book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Joel-Peter Witkin: A Retrospective as good
book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Laura Burke:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Joel-Peter Witkin: A Retrospective or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Joel-Peter Witkin: A Retrospective to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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