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In 1880 Nietzsche observed that Goethe had been "not just a good and great man,
but an entire culture." The author of Faust, of exquisite lyric poetry, and of a
bewildering variety of other plays, novels, and poetry as well as treatises on
botany and color theory, Goethe also excelled as an administrator in the cabinet
of Carl August, Duke of Saxe-Weimar. Now, Nicholas Boyle has written the
definitive biography of this extraordinary figure--indeed, The Poet and the Age is
the first full-length, original English-language biography of Goethe in sixty
years.
In this elegant and enjoyable first volume--the first of two projected books--
Boyle captures the passions and poetry of the young Goethe, leading us up to the
moment when the French Revolution shook the foundations of all of Europe.
Boyle contends that, although Goethe was certainly as much a part of German
social and political life as he was its cultural nucleus, there was no single "Age of
Goethe." Instead, Goethe's life spanned a great divide in European history: half
was spent under a monarchy, and half under a middle-class bureaucracy. The first
forty years of Goethe's creative life, rendered by Boyle in captivating detail, saw
the early conception of Faust, and Goethe's rise to literary fame on the heels of
his bestselling sentimental novel The Sorrows of Young Werther, a book which
captured the European imagination like no other before it. Werther became a
fashion in a strikingly contemporary sense: impassioned readers imitated the
clothing, the sentiments, and even the tragic suicide of the novel's young hero.
Napoleon claimed to have read Goethe's book seven times, and years later Mary
Shelley cited it as the first book read by the monster she created in Frankenstein.
Boyle provides not only close and provocative readings of Goethe's literary
works, but also a vivid portrayal of a convulsive age of revolution, including
insights into Weimar court life, and accounts of other master thinkers like
Lessing and Schiller.
Part social history, part literary criticism, this is biography on a grand scale--as
sweeping and magnificent as the life it portrays. Boyle's work is accessible to
anyone, and does not assume a prior knowledge of German history or literature,
but it is also rigorous and original--a major work of scholarship.
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Volume II, The Age of Renunciation, is in preparation.
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In 1880 Nietzsche observed that Goethe had been "not just a good and great man, but an entire culture." The
author of Faust, of exquisite lyric poetry, and of a bewildering variety of other plays, novels, and poetry as
well as treatises on botany and color theory, Goethe also excelled as an administrator in the cabinet of Carl
August, Duke of Saxe-Weimar. Now, Nicholas Boyle has written the definitive biography of this
extraordinary figure--indeed, The Poet and the Age is the first full-length, original English-language
biography of Goethe in sixty years.
In this elegant and enjoyable first volume--the first of two projected books--Boyle captures the passions and
poetry of the young Goethe, leading us up to the moment when the French Revolution shook the foundations
of all of Europe. Boyle contends that, although Goethe was certainly as much a part of German social and
political life as he was its cultural nucleus, there was no single "Age of Goethe." Instead, Goethe's life
spanned a great divide in European history: half was spent under a monarchy, and half under a middle-class
bureaucracy. The first forty years of Goethe's creative life, rendered by Boyle in captivating detail, saw the
early conception of Faust, and Goethe's rise to literary fame on the heels of his bestselling sentimental novel
The Sorrows of Young Werther, a book which captured the European imagination like no other before it.
Werther became a fashion in a strikingly contemporary sense: impassioned readers imitated the clothing, the
sentiments, and even the tragic suicide of the novel's young hero. Napoleon claimed to have read Goethe's
book seven times, and years later Mary Shelley cited it as the first book read by the monster she created in
Frankenstein. Boyle provides not only close and provocative readings of Goethe's literary works, but also a
vivid portrayal of a convulsive age of revolution, including insights into Weimar court life, and accounts of
other master thinkers like Lessing and Schiller.
Part social history, part literary criticism, this is biography on a grand scale--as sweeping and magnificent as
the life it portrays. Boyle's work is accessible to anyone, and does not assume a prior knowledge of German
history or literature, but it is also rigorous and original--a major work of scholarship.
Volume II, The Age of Renunciation, is in preparation.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Brown:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume I: The Poetry of
Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age).

Jean Hogue:

The reserve untitled Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume I: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe -
The Poet & the Age) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so
the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume I: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age)
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Nora Mickey:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume I: The Poetry of
Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) why because the amazing cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Garry Brown:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be



read. Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume I: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the
Age) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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