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The fundamental contrast between convergent and divergent tendencies in the
development of Balkan cultural identity can be seen as an important
determinative both in the contradictory self-images of peoplein the Balkans and
in the often biased perceptions of Balkan societies held by external observers,
past and present. In bringing together case studies from such heterogeneous lines
of research as linguistics, anthropology, political, literary and cultural history,
each presenting insightful analyses of micro- as well as macro-level aspects of
identity construction in the Balkans, this collection of essays provides aforum
for the elucidation and critical evaluation of an intriguing paradox which
continues to characterize the cultural situation in the Balkans and which,
moreover, is of undeniable relevance for our understanding of recent political
developments. As such, it al'so provides awindow into the actual state of
scholarly interest in the rich interdisciplinary field of Balkan studies.

This book contains a selection of papers presented at the international conference
«Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence»,
organized by the Center for Southeast European Studies at Ghent University on
12 and 13 December 2003 in Ghent.
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The fundamental contrast between convergent and divergent tendencies in the development of Balkan
cultural identity can be seen as an important determinative both in the contradictory self-images of peoplein
the Balkans and in the often biased perceptions of Balkan societies held by external observers, past and
present. In bringing together case studies from such heterogeneous lines of research aslinguistics,
anthropology, political, literary and cultural history, each presenting insightful analyses of micro- aswell as
macro-level aspects of identity construction in the Balkans, this collection of essays provides aforum for the
elucidation and critical evaluation of an intriguing paradox which continues to characterize the cultural
situation in the Balkans and which, moreover, is of undeniable relevance for our understanding of recent
political developments. As such, it aso provides awindow into the actual state of scholarly interest in the
rich interdisciplinary field of Balkan studies.

This book contains a selection of papers presented at the international conference «Developing Cultural
Identity in the Balkans. Convergence vs. Divergence», organized by the Center for Southeast European
Studies at Ghent University on 12 and 13 December 2003 in Ghent.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The Editors: Raymond Detrez is professor of East European history and director of the Centre for Southeast
European Studies at Ghent University. He is the author of several specialized works on nationalism and
ethnic conflict in the Balkans, and on Bulgarian history and culture.

Pieter Plas holds a Ph.D. in East European languages and cultures from Ghent University, where heis
currently affiliated with the Centre for Southeast European Studies. His main academic interests are in Slavic
folklore, anthropology and ethnolinguistics, with emphasis on the Balkan Slavs.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margaret Watkins:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Developing Cultura Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs.
Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Devel oping Cultural
Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different available asit. So , do you continue to thinking Developing Cultural Identity in the
Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Shawn Jones;

The actual book Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans. Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle
/ Multiple Europes) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe
the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans. Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple
Europes) is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Jere Araujo:

The reason why? Because this Devel oping Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence
(Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was

fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,



entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of rewards than the other
book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Sara Matthews:

This Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple
Europes) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also
aways deal with world and till have to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book revea it information
accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans:
Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen
tiny right but this reserve already do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt that will?
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