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Culture and Customs of Ecuador celebrates the extraordinary cultural,
geographic, and ethnic diversity that has made this small country one of Latin
America's most unique. Through this overview of its history, religious
institutions, literature, social customs, cinema, media, and visual and performing
arts, Ecuador emerges as a vibrant microcosm of Latin America. Students and
other readers will learn how Ecuadorian society blends pre-Colombian, colonial,
modern, and postmodern cultural forces. The underlying themes of Ecuador's
continuous struggles with multiculturalism and national identity are presented
with unprecedented clarity.

Ecuador is a land of drama and paradox with abundant natural resources and a
boom and bust economy that has prolonged dependence and instability. Despite
many of the economic and social obstacles typical of developing nations,
Ecuador has developed a dynamic culture. This multicultural society comes alive
through engaging chapters on everything from history to performing arts. A
chronology and glossary supplement the text.
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Culture and Customs of Ecuador celebrates the extraordinary cultural, geographic, and ethnic diversity that
has made this small country one of Latin America's most unique. Through this overview of its history,
religious institutions, literature, social customs, cinema, media, and visual and performing arts, Ecuador
emerges as a vibrant microcosm of Latin America. Students and other readers will learn how Ecuadorian
society blends pre-Colombian, colonial, modern, and postmodern cultural forces. The underlying themes of
Ecuador's continuous struggles with multiculturalism and national identity are presented with unprecedented
clarity.

Ecuador is a land of drama and paradox with abundant natural resources and a boom and bust economy that
has prolonged dependence and instability. Despite many of the economic and social obstacles typical of
developing nations, Ecuador has developed a dynamic culture. This multicultural society comes alive
through engaging chapters on everything from history to performing arts. A chronology and glossary
supplement the text.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Fourth in Greenwood's new series (see, for example, Argentina, LJ 11/15/98), this small volume on Ecuador
is a synthesis of both English- and Spanish-language secondary sources covering the nation's rich and varied
culture and its social customs. The plurinational (or multicultural) nature of Ecuador's history is reflected in
its religion, literature, art, cinema, media, and performing arts, and the often tragic history of Indian, black,
and mestizo cultures play an integral role in the book. In eight chapters, Handelsman (languages and
literature, Univ. of Tennessee, Knoxville) provides an overview of Ecuador's historical and contemporary
culture. A largely agrarian and poor nation, Ecuador has recently had an oil boom that has aided the arts. The
chapter on literature is excellent despite the scant attention poetry receives, and the chapter on broadcasting
and the print media is quite good, though the lack of a well-developed publishing industry is barely
mentioned. Handelsman saves his best for coverage of Ecuadorian film. Recommended for academic and
public libraries.
-Boyd Childress, Auburn Univ. Lib., AL
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
..."this volume will be valuable to school libraries looking to supplement their reference materials in area
studies and cultural studies."-ARBA
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About the Author

MICHAEL HANDELSMAN is a Distinguished Professor of the Humanities at the University of Tennessee
in Knoxville. He is the cofounder of the Asociacion de Ecuatorianistas, an international scholarly
organization devoted to promoting Ecuadorian literature and culture outside of Ecuador. His research
interests include Spanish-American prose, women writers, Afro-Hispanic literature, literary journals, and
issues related to national identity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Richard Gary:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Culture and Customs of Ecuador (Cultures and Customs of the
World). Try to the actual book Culture and Customs of Ecuador (Cultures and Customs of the World) as
your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

William Medellin:

Typically the book Culture and Customs of Ecuador (Cultures and Customs of the World) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the
very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Benjamin White:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Culture and Customs of
Ecuador (Cultures and Customs of the World) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jean Taylor:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Culture and Customs of Ecuador (Cultures and
Customs of the World) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Culture
and Customs of Ecuador (Cultures and Customs of the World) has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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