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Charles Darwin changed the course of scientific thinking by showing how
evolution accounts for the stunning diversity and biological complexity of life on
earth. Recently, there has also been increased interest in the social sciences in
how Darwinian theory can explain human culture.
 
Covering a wide range of topics, including fads, public policy, the spread of
religion, and herd behavior in markets, Alex Mesoudi shows that human culture
is itself an evolutionary process that exhibits the key Darwinian mechanisms of
variation, competition, and inheritance. This cross-disciplinary volume focuses
on the ways cultural phenomena can be studied scientifically—from theoretical
modeling to lab experiments, archaeological fieldwork to ethnographic
studies—and shows how apparently disparate methods can complement one
another to the mutual benefit of the various social science disciplines. Along the
way, the book reveals how new insights arise from looking at culture from an
evolutionary angle. Cultural Evolution provides a thought-provoking argument
that Darwinian evolutionary theory can both unify different branches of inquiry
and enhance understanding of human behavior.
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Charles Darwin changed the course of scientific thinking by showing how evolution accounts for the
stunning diversity and biological complexity of life on earth. Recently, there has also been increased interest
in the social sciences in how Darwinian theory can explain human culture.
 
Covering a wide range of topics, including fads, public policy, the spread of religion, and herd behavior in
markets, Alex Mesoudi shows that human culture is itself an evolutionary process that exhibits the key
Darwinian mechanisms of variation, competition, and inheritance. This cross-disciplinary volume focuses on
the ways cultural phenomena can be studied scientifically—from theoretical modeling to lab experiments,
archaeological fieldwork to ethnographic studies—and shows how apparently disparate methods can
complement one another to the mutual benefit of the various social science disciplines. Along the way, the
book reveals how new insights arise from looking at culture from an evolutionary angle. Cultural Evolution
provides a thought-provoking argument that Darwinian evolutionary theory can both unify different branches
of inquiry and enhance understanding of human behavior.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Alex Mesoudi argues very persuasively that the way we think and act is enormously influenced by the
culture in which we live and that the major elements of modern culture - science, technology, law, music,
and religion - have evolved over time in a quite concrete sense of the term. His book is a very good read."
(Richard R. Nelson, Columbia University)"

About the Author

 Alex Mesoudi is a lecturer in psychology at Queen Mary, University of London. He is the author or
coauthor of articles in such leading journals as Behavioral and Brain Sciences, Evolution, and Psychological
Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Cultural Evolution: How Darwinian Theory Can Explain
Human Culture and Synthesize the Social Sciences. Try to the actual book Cultural Evolution: How
Darwinian Theory Can Explain Human Culture and Synthesize the Social Sciences as your buddy. It means
that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Dorothy Whisler:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Cultural Evolution: How
Darwinian Theory Can Explain Human Culture and Synthesize the Social Sciences is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader unforeseen experience.



Patricia Watts:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Cultural Evolution: How Darwinian Theory Can Explain Human
Culture and Synthesize the Social Sciences it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Mark Brainerd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Cultural
Evolution: How Darwinian Theory Can Explain Human Culture and Synthesize the Social Sciences.
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