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Big Ideas for Little Kids includes everything a teacher, a parent, or a college
student needs to teach philosophy to elementary school children from picture
books. Written in a clear and accessible style, the book explains why it is
important to allow young children access to philosophy during primary-school
education. Wartenberg also gives advice on how to construct a 'learner-centered'
classroom, in which children discuss philosophical issues with one another as
they respond to open-ended questions by saying whether they agree or disagree
with what others have said.
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Editorial Review

Review
Oh, to be a child in a literary discussion with Thomas Wartenberg! He understands that young children are
deep thinkers trying to figure life out and that great children’s books can help them do so. As he makes clear,
“philosophy” is just a fancy grown-up word for an activity kids do naturally, and this teacher-friendly, easy-
to-read book with its invaluable guided questions for individual titles will help all of us improve the quality,
depth, and liveliness of discussions in the classroom reading corner. (Sam Swope, author of several books,
including I Am a Pencil and The Araboolies of Liberty Street)

Those unfamiliar with philosophy will love the brief introduction to the disciplines of philosophy;
philosophers will find the use of children's literature a refreshing starting point. While intended for educators
new to pre-college philosophy, this book nicely encapsulates for philosophers one method of doing such
work. Far preferable to Marietta McCarty's Little Big Minds (2006). Highly recommended. (CHOICE, April
2010)

Unleash the power of picture books! Using clear guidelines and concrete examples, Big Ideas for Little Kids
shows us how to transform a few carefully crafted questions, an attentive ear and the natural curiosity of
young minds into impressive instruments for nurturing the creative, autonomous, respectful, engaged,
critically thinking citizens of tomorrow. This book helps teachers and parents understand how to identify
philosophical ideas within picture books and young reader novels, and demonstrates how to facilitate
inspired discussions with children... (Andrea Ross and Mark Blevis, coproducers of JustOneMoreBook.com)

Unleash the power of picture books! Using clear guidelines and concrete examples, Big Ideas for Little Kids
shows us how to transform a few carefully crafted questions, an attentive ear and the natural curiosity of
young minds into impressive instruments for nurturing the creative, autonomous, respectful, engaged,
critically thinking citizens of tomorrow.This book helps teachers and parents understand how to identify
philosophical ideas within picture books and young reader novels, and demonstrates how to facilitate
inspired discussions with children. (Andrea Ross and Mark Blevis, coproducers of JustOneMoreBook.com)

This book is an excellent resource, helping primary teachers of RE to develop children's ethical and spiritual
thinking through well-chosen stories, and providing a structure and methodology for them to do so.
(Retoday)

About the Author
Thomas E. Wartenberg is professor of philosophy at Mount Holyoke College and has been working with
teachers on teaching philosophy for children for over a decade. He is a member of the American
Philosophical Association Committee on Precollege Instruction in Philosophy. Among his other books are
Existentialism and Thinking on Screen.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Robert Marques:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Big Ideas for Little Kids:
Teaching Philosophy through Children's Literature to read.

Carole Garner:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Big Ideas for Little Kids: Teaching
Philosophy through Children's Literature is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Pamela Cole:

The book untitled Big Ideas for Little Kids: Teaching Philosophy through Children's Literature contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice read.

Pamela Jernigan:

This Big Ideas for Little Kids: Teaching Philosophy through Children's Literature is fresh way for you who
has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Big Ideas
for Little Kids: Teaching Philosophy through Children's Literature can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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