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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Veteran biographer Golden (Platinum Girl: The Life and Legends of Jean Harlow, LJ 10/1/91) here
chronicles the career of silent siren Theda Bara, the quintessential "vamp," who played Carmen, Salome, and
Cleopatra, among other notorious female roles. Like many film biographies, it succumbs to familiar pitfalls:
obligatory but cursory nods to film history and an uneven narrative, where the subject's "rise" inevitably is
more compelling than her "fall." Laden with familiar apocrypha on Bara, Vamp isn't groundbreaking, but it
is amuch-needed full-length work that shows how Bara's precedent-setting career has contemporary
resonance in mass-mediated images. With acritical eye for her primary sources, the fanzines, the author
deconstructs Hollywood stardom without over-intellectualizing the star. Although Bara's films are dated,
Golden gives due consideration to the icon Bara created-and to the life behind it. Recommended for genera
collections.

Jayne Kate Plymale-Jackson, Univ. of Georgia Libs., Athens

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Thisisthe first book-length study of the early silent film actress perhaps now most memorable for the
coiled-snake bra she wore as Cleopatra. Despite her status as the first media superstar, there is a dearth of
good contemporary material on her. Theda Barawas the first product of the star system, and her real
biography was intentionally obfuscated during her lifetime. Although she had a comfortable, middle-class
upbringing in Cincinnati, Bara (whose real name was Theodosia Goodman) was promoted as the daughter of
a French actress and an Italian sculptor, born under the stony gaze of the Sphinx. Her personal appearances
were choreographed to enhance an exotic image, and her film roles played on the public perception of her as
atemptress, a"vamp." Golden argues that her career was the prototype for those of Harlow, Monroe, and
Madonna. Aswith those later sex symbols, controversy over Bararevolves around whether she was a
creation of studio publicity or "a decent actress, trapped in scores of bad films." Although Bara's best movies
survive only in fragments, Golden believes she was the latter. Mike Tribby

Review

Thisisthefirst biography of silent movie sex symbol Theda Barato appear: it uses Bara's personal
scrapbooks and other original materials to present a well-researched study of Baraslife and film
achievements. Enjoy areadable and involving survey of her career which reveals details of her persona life.
-- Midwest Book Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
M elanie Ratcliff:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Vamp: The Rise and Fall of Theda Bara seemed
to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It isvery
advantages for you. The guide Vamp: The Rise and Fall of ThedaBarais not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your current
spend timeto read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Vamp: The Rise and Fall of Theda


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Bara. You never redly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Gabriel Reyes:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
particular aren't like that. This Vamp: The Rise and Fall of Theda Bara book is readable by simply you who
hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Vamp: The
Rise and Fall of Theda Bara content conveys thinking easily to understand by alot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So, do you even now
thinking Vamp: The Rise and Fall of Theda Barais not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Chi Reyes:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Vamp: The Rise and Fall of Theda Bara can be very good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

M onica Bonner:

Beside this Vamp: The Rise and Fall of Theda Barain your phone, it might give you away to get closer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Vamp: The Rise and Fall of Theda Bara because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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