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Since their first publication, the four volumes of the Cambridge History of
American Foreign Relations have served as the definitive source for the topic,
from the colonial period to the Cold War. The fourth volume explores the
conditionsin the international system at the end of World War 11, the American
determination to provide leadership, and the security dilemma each superpower
posed for the other. This revised and expanded edition incorporates recent
scholarship and revelations, carrying the narrative through the years following
the end of the Cold War into the administration of Barack Obama. The author
points to the nature of the Stalinist state, with its secrecy and brutal dictatorship,
to explain the course of the Cold War. The character of the American political
system, including the separation of political powers and the role of interest
groups, prompted American leaders to exaggerate dangers abroad to enhance
their domestic power. The book also provides insight into Chinese and Soviet
actions during the Korean War, the Taiwan Straits crises of the 1950s, and the
Cuban missile crisis. It explains the rise and fall of détente in the 1970s,
describes how imperia overreach strained both the United States and the Soviet
Union in the 1980s, and reflects on what the Cold War meant for the world. This
new edition also examines the failure of postwar administrations to provide a
workable policy with which to confront the world after the demise of the Soviet
Union.
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Sincetheir first publication, the four volumes of the Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations have
served as the definitive source for the topic, from the colonial period to the Cold War. The fourth volume
explores the conditions in the international system at the end of World War 11, the American determination to
provide leadership, and the security dilemma each superpower posed for the other. Thisrevised and
expanded edition incorporates recent scholarship and revelations, carrying the narrative through the years
following the end of the Cold War into the administration of Barack Obama. The author points to the nature
of the Stalinist state, with its secrecy and brutal dictatorship, to explain the course of the Cold War. The
character of the American political system, including the separation of political powers and the role of
interest groups, prompted American leaders to exaggerate dangers abroad to enhance their domestic power.
The book also provides insight into Chinese and Soviet actions during the Korean War, the Taiwan Straits
crises of the 1950s, and the Cuban missile crisis. It explainsthe rise and fall of détente in the 1970s,
describes how imperial overreach strained both the United States and the Soviet Union in the 1980s, and
reflects on what the Cold War meant for the world. This new edition also examines the failure of postwar
administrations to provide a workable policy with which to confront the world after the demise of the Soviet
Union.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Warren Cohen qualifies as the dean of Americas diplomatic historians. In this brilliant new volume, he
brings to bear al his experience, perspective, and extraordinary insight to describe Americas struggles for
primacy in the world over the past seven decades. This book is aremarkable achievement.” - James Mann,
Johns Hopkins University

"Few historians can match Warren Cohen's masterful ability to synthesize and analyze the complex trajectory
of American international history. In thisrevised and updated history of American foreign relations since
1945, he deftly shows how U.S. policy makers dealt with an array of challenges from Stalin to bin Laden.
We see how vision and ambition intersected with threat perception and domestic politics to shape America's
rolein the international arena. Thisis aterrific book to consider for our classes." - Melvyn Leffler,
University of Virginia

About the Author

Warren |. Cohen is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Michigan State University, Distinguished
University Professor Emeritus at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County and Senior Scholar at the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. Professor Cohen has published nineteen books, the best
known of which is America's Response to China, 5th edition (2010). In addition to scholarly publications,
Professor Cohen has written for Atlantic Monthly, the Baltimore Sun, the Christian Science Monitor,
Dissent, Foreign Affairs, the International Herald Tribune, the Los Angeles Times, Nation, the New Y ork
Times, the Times Literary Supplement and the Washington Post. He has served as the president of the
Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations and chairman of the US Department of State Advisory
Committee on Historical Diplomatic Documentation. Professor Cohen has also been a consultant on Chinese
affairs to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the CIA, the Department of State, two governors of
Michigan and three directors of the Michigan Department of Commerce.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Martinez;

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of themisthis
The New Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations (Volume 4).



Marina Rutt:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The New Cambridge History of American
Foreign Relations (Volume 4) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The New Cambridge History
of American Foreign Relations (Volume 4) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content.
Thisisone reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

ErnaTaylor:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this book. This The New Cambridge History of American
Foreign Relations (Volume 4) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Eunice Randle;

Beside that The New Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations (Volume 4) in your phone, it might
give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got
hereis fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have The New Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations (V olume 4) because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from today!
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