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The human race has become infertile, and the last generation to be born is now
adult. Civilization itself is crumbling as suicide and despair become
commonplace. Oxford historian Theodore Faron, apathetic toward a future
without a future, spends most of his time reminiscing. Then he is approached by
Julian, a bright, attractive woman who wants him to help get her an audience
with his cousin, the powerful Warden of England. She and her band of unlikely
revolutionaries may just awaken his desire to live . . . and they may also hold the
key to survival for the human race.

Told with P. D. James’s trademark suspense, insightful characterization, and
riveting storytelling, The Children of Men is a story of a world with no children
and no future.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In her 12th book, the British author of the two series featuring Adam Dalgleish and Cordelia Gray ( Devices
and Desires and An Unsuitable Job for a Woman , respectively) poses a premise that chills and darkens its
setting in the year 2021. Near the end of the 20th century, for reasons beyond the grasp of modern science,
human sperm count went to zero. The last birth occurred in 1995, and in the space of a generation humanity
has lost its future. In England, under the rule of an increasingly despotic Warden, the infirm are encouraged
to commit group suicide, criminals are exiled and abandoned and immigrants are subjected to semi-legalized
slavery. Divorced, middle-aged Oxford history professor Theo Faron, an emotionally constrained man of
means and intelligence who is the Warden's cousin, plods through an ordered, bleak existence. But a chance
involvement with a group of dissidents moves him onto unexpected paths, leading him, in the novel's
compelling second half, toward risk, commitment and the joys and anguish of love. In this convincingly
detailed world--where kittens are (illegally) christened, sex has lost its allure and the arts have been
abandoned--James concretely explores an unthinkable prospect. Readers should persevere through the slow
start, for the rewards of this story, including its reminder of the transforming power of hope, are many and
lasting. 125,000 first printing; BOMC main selection.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"A book of such accelerating tension that the pages seem to turn faster as one moves along." —Chicago
Tribune

 

"As scary and suspenseful as anything in Hitchcock." —The New Yorker

 

"Extraordinary. . . . Daring. . . . Frightening in its implications." —The New York Times

 

"Fascinating, suspenseful, and morally provocative. The characterizations are sharply etched and the
narrative is compelling."—Chicago Sun-Times

 

“She writes like an angel. Every character is closely drawn. Her atmosphere is unerringly, chillingly
convincing. And she manages all this without for a moment slowing down the drive and tension of an
exciting mystery.”

—The Times (UK)

About the Author

P. D. James is the author of twenty books, many of which feature her detective hero Adam Dalgliesh and



have been televised or filmed. She was the recipient of many honors, including the Mystery Writers of
America Grand Master Award and the National Arts Club Medal of Honor for Literature, and in 1991 was
created Baroness James of Holland Park. She died in 2014.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peggy Mitchum:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Children of Men. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Children of Men. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Children of Men book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving The Children of Men
content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Children of Men
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Charles Smith:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Children
of Men provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Stephen Comerford:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Children of Men can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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